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HORACE DOBBS, Honorary Director of International Dolphin 
Watch and the creator of the fictional character DILO, celebrates 

his 84th birthday. 
 

THE JOY OF GROWING OLD 
By Horace Dobbs 

 

 

I have always been reluctant to reveal my 

age on the basis that I would be put in an 

age box. And that would limit people’s 

expectations of what I might achieve. 

But this attitude changed completely when 

I reached the age of 84 on 14th January 

2017 and had THE BEST BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATION OF MY LIFE.  

 

The transformation began when I received 

an invitation from my daughter, Melanie 

Parker. It was headed: DAD’S 

BIRTHDAY WEEKEND OF FUN AND 

ACTIVITIES.  

 

 

 

 

 

To begin this life changing experience, I 

was driven to an art studio where I painted 

a dolphin landscape on a plain white vase 

that was later returned to me - fully glazed. 

 

 

 

That was just a prelude to being plunged 

into the HULL CITY OF CULTURE 2017. 

During which I saw how the once run-

down town I knew so well, had been 

transformed into a vibrant city full of 

joyful visitors - a city that was a delight to 

wander through. 
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One of the most stunning 

attractions was a breath-taking, 

gigantic, street- length work of art. 

It was a single blade from an 

electricity wind farm generator 

built in Hull. Its installation 

required a set of traffic lights and 

other obstacles to be secretly 

removed, without planning 

permission, during the night 

before the structure could be put in 

situ for the official opening of Hull 

City of Culture.  

 

When the day dawned children and adults were able to gaze in wonder and 

touch the smooth alloy surface of a masterpiece of British engineering. 

 

When night time came the city came alive with brilliant audio visual displays on 

buildings surrounding the Ferens Art Gallery that were filmed and put on 

Facebook by my son Ashley - the man who rode on a friendly wild  

dolphin when he was a thirteen year old boy. A GROWING OLD 

CELEBRATION doesn’t get better than that. Or does it?  
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In fact I found my JOYFUL AGING EXPERIENCES hugely stimulating. They 

made me keener than ever to push forward with other projects I want to pursue. 

Top of these is to continue my avowed mission - which is to make the world a 

better place to live in by spreading the message of the Dolphin Dreamtime of 

JOY, LOVE and FREEDOM. This, followed by the setting up of  DOLPHIN 

HUMAN COMMUNICATION CENTRES where both species will collaborate 

freely, directly and indirectly, to establish common bonds, both spiritual and 

scientific using sound and images. 

 

DOLPHIN HUMAN COMMUNICATION CENTRES 
 

Background: A pioneering International Dolphin Watch conference 

‘Bringing Together Science, Nature and the Arts’, organised by Jackie 

Connell, was held at the Open University in Milton Keynes on 5-6 

December 2003. One highlight, reported on Anglia Television (available 

as a DVD from the IDW Dolphin Shop) was the unveiling of the 

DOLPHIN DOME where those inside the dome could have a virtual 

dolphin swim experience. One member of the audience commented how 

much this would benefit her because she was unable to go into the sea due 

to a head injury. 

 

Although it did not progress at the time, this concept of the Dolphin Dome 

virtual dolphin swim experience has stayed with me over the years. I am 

now proposing an exciting new venture that would take into account the 

huge changes in the public attitude during the past decade to keeping 

cetaceans in captivity. And acceptance of the concept that dolphins enjoy 

swimming with humans as much as we enjoy their company in the sea. 

Furthermore the dolphins are the masters in such encounters. And can 

swim away at any time. 

 

Human laws prohibiting close interactions between humans and dolphins 

are based on misunderstandings of the human dolphin relationship. 

 

IT’S ALL ABOUT LEARNING TO LIVE IN HARMONY WITH 

NATURE and the key to that is EDUCATION  

 

My thoughts turn to how this could be achieved. The answer I came up 

with is simple. It is that we should support locations where close 

interactive relationships between humans and dolphins already exist, such 
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as Monkey Mia in Australia which I described in 1984 in THE MAGIC 

OF DOLPHINS. 

 

Furthermore, I propose the time has now come for INTERNATIONAL 

DOLPHIN WATCH TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE and openly support 

other such centres that have arisen during the past 30 years provided they 

abide by the IDW CODE OF CONDUCT. 

 

In addition I propose the creation of new centres in keeping with ideas 

expressed by Sir David Attenborough in his BBC Planet Earth Series in 

which he reveals how humans and wildlife can learn to adapt to live 

together to their mutual benefit. 

 

I therefore propose  the establishment of shoreline DOLPHIN HUMAN 

HARMONY CENTRES where dolphins and humans  can interact freely 

and playfully together and learn from one another - CONSERVATION, 

RESEARCH, HEALING, DOLPHIN DOME AND ARTS  CENTRES 

“Bringing Together Science, Nature and the Arts”. 
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Bowhead at Hull Maritime Museum brings family of 

whales to life for stunning City of Culture 
 
By Angus Young, Hull Daily Mail 

 

Three stunning 3D animations created by games design student Louise 

Dempsey are being shown on a big screen in the museum's first floor court 

room as part of the City of Culture Made in Hull programme. 

Read more at http://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/bowhead-at-hull-maritime-museum-brings-family-of-

whales-to-life-for-stunning-city-of-culture/story-30024964-detail/story.html#JXx6b83l88zrxFfg.99 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seawatch Foundation 
 

http://www.seawatchfoundation.org.uk/ 
 

Scientists and the public partnering to monitor and improve the 

conservation of cetaceans in the UK  
 

http://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/stunning-made-in-hull-light-show-launches-city-of-culture-2017/story-30023548-detail/story.html
http://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/bowhead-at-hull-maritime-museum-brings-family-of-whales-to-life-for-stunning-city-of-culture/story-30024964-detail/story.html#JXx6b83l88zrxFfg.99
http://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/bowhead-at-hull-maritime-museum-brings-family-of-whales-to-life-for-stunning-city-of-culture/story-30024964-detail/story.html#JXx6b83l88zrxFfg.99
http://www.seawatchfoundation.org.uk/
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Dilo books by Horace Dobbs have been translated 

into many languages. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DILO AND THE SECRET OF ATLANTIS 
 

 
Dilo and the Secret of Atlantis Birthday 
Celebrations with this exciting book and 
adventure for Dilo in a 'Space Odyssey' 
enjoyed by children 10 plus: 

 

 

 

Orders via www.idw.org – click on DOLPHIN SHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paperback £7.50 

Special edition Hardback  
with additional colour 

pages £14.50 

 

Dilo and the Call of the Deep is now 

available in Spanish and French. 
 

http://www.idw.org/
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DOLPHIN HEALING 

by Horace Dobbs 

 

Popularity for this book since it was first published in 

April 2000, called for the re-launch in February 2016 and 

is also available as an EBook. 

 

The extraordinary power and magic of dolphins 

to heal and transform our lives 
 

The book describes the history of man's interaction with dolphins and the 

positive benefits of this relationship. The science of dolphin healing and the 

healing power of sound are also explained clearly. 

 

Horace recounts some of the many amazing examples of dolphin healing he has 

encountered and examines the success of organised dolphin healing around the 

world including the work of the famous Dolphin Healing Centre in Kyoto, 

Japan. Finally, the book explores ways in which we can all experience dolphin 

healing, including the use of photography, film and audio tapes.  

 

Full details of how to order can be found by following the link on our web site: 

http://www.idw.org/dolphinshop4.htm 

 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Thank you to everyone that has contributed to DOLPHIN, Magazine of 

International Dolphin Watch in the past. Please keep your stories coming 

to share in the DOLPHIN Magazine or on facebook to help spread 

dolphin joy around the world. Please note that although Horace values all 

your comments he is unable to respond personally to all your messages. 

 

You can share your posts with us on our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/InternationalDolphinWatch/?fref=ts or Email 

me at jackieconnell@btinternet.com. 

 

You can download all our archived Magazines through our International 

Dolphin Watch web site http://www.idw.org/dolphinmagazine.htm 

 

Wishes for dolphin joy, peace and harmony throughout the World 

Jackie Connell 
 

 

http://www.idw.org/dolphinshop4.htm
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalDolphinWatch/?fref=ts
mailto:jackieconnell@btinternet.com
http://www.idw.org/dolphinmagazine.htm

