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Can dolphins help those with cancer?
Dr Horace Dobbs says emphatically
“Yes”!
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MY FRIEND CANCER
By Horace Dobbs

People love dolphins. People hate cancer.
In a remarkable autobiographical story Dr. Horace Dobbs
tells how he combined the knowledge he gained in the
pursuit of powerful drugs in the pharmaceutical industry
with the wisdom he gained, during three decades of
studying wild dolphins and eastern medicine, to create a
cancer recovery program that restored him to full health
after a potentially fatal dose of chemotherapy.
A special pre-publication offer of MY FRIEND CANCER (expected publication date
June 2014) will be announced in the next issue of DOLPHIN.
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LAUNCH OF THE DOLPHIN CANCER MISSION
CAN DOLPHINS HELP THOSE WITH CANCER?
Doctor Horace Dobbs, the author of Dolphin Healing (Piatkus Books) says
emphatically “YES!” But it’s the uplifting effect that dolphins, real and
imaginary, have on carers that can be equally, if not more important. This is a
step away from the usual orthodox medical approach which focuses almost
exclusively on the patient.
Care for carers was one of the fundamental principles of the Odyssey Cancer
Care Centre at Barton on Humber set up as an independent charity in 1996 by
Daisa Morgan, author of Behind the Mask (Bridge Publishing).
When reviewing his research on the effect of dolphin encounters on three
clinical depressives in his 1987 TVS programme The Dolphin’s Touch, and
having numerous recent discussions with couples affected by cancer, Dr Dobbs
came to appreciate what Daisa so clearly understood in 1996. Namely, the
importance of involving partners and carers in healing treatments. And should a
patient die, the need to continue providing counselling and complimentary
treatments for loved ones to help them overcome their grief.
When he was diagnosed with cancer in 2006 Horace Dobbs received a range of
complimentary treatments at the Odyssey Cancer Care Centre in Barton that
contributed greatly to his complete recovery This tranquil, fear-dispelling
centre, in Nightingale House, has now reached a stage where it is unable to keep
pace with growing demand. And plans have been drafted to build a new centre
based on sacred geometry that will look north to the opposite bank across the
mighty River Humber.
Now he has fully recovered and is as active as ever Dr Dobbs, in close
collaboration with the Odyssey Team, is setting out on a Dolphin Cancer
Mission to raise a ring fenced fund to finance the building of a new Cancer
Caring Centre at Barton on Humber.
For information Contact Jade Smith T: 01652 661882 Email:
assistant@bridgepublishinguk.co.uk or visit the Odyssey Cancer Care Centre on
facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OdysseyCentre?directed_target_id=0
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Horace envisages the new Odyssey Centre as providing a model for other
centres based on similar principles – not just in the UK but around the world.
The appeal for funds to build the New Odyssey Cancer Care Centre at Barton
on Humber was launched on 3rd September 2013 at the Tickton Grange Hotel.
This was followed with an entertaining and thought provoking talk to members
and friends of the RSPB in Cleethorpes.
Grimsby Telegraph
Friday, 27th September 2013

AUDIENCE ENTHRALLED

“Our members enjoyed seeing
the film of the dolphins and
hearing about their uncanny
healing powers. I firmly
believe that dolphins do make
a difference to people’s lives.
I underwent an operation for
skin cancer two years ago and
have pictures of dolphins
around my home.
I enjoy listening to the
wonderful ‘Dolphin
Dreamtime – a Pathway to
Serenity’ CD that I bought
from you at the meeting”.
Julie Harrison
Indoor Events Secretary
Horace has won numerous accolades for his
inspiring presentations around the world,
including a Silver Bowl Award for Public
Speaking. the equivalent to an Oscar, by The
International Platform Association in
Washington.
If you would like to hear him speak and
can organise an appropriate event please
Email is Agent: keithdobbs@hotmail.co.uk
Melanie Parker. International
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Dolphin Watch,
10 Melton Road,
North Ferriby.

Horace Dobbs, Founder of
International Dolphin Watch, is in
the National Portrait Gallery
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/sea
rch/person/mp64721/horace-dobbs

Fundraising for dolphins - in Memory of Caroline
Sharman
Caroline Sharman was a keen supporter of the work of Horace Dobbs and
member of International Dolphin Watch.
My mother-in-law, Caroline Sharman died last November within weeks of being diagnosed
with Cancer. As you can imagine the family were shocked and devastated given that she was
such an active healthy person.
Caroline loved Dolphins and had been on several holidays specifically to swim with them in
the open sea. She took her daughter Frances (my wife) to the Caribbean for her 40th birthday
and the experienced has remained with her ever since.
While Caroline was in the hospice, I suggested that as a family we do something in her
memory to raise funds/awareness for something she believed in and she immediately thought
of International Dolphin Watch.
I had run the North Dorset Villages Marathon last year with Caroline cheering me over the
line at the end (it was local to her) and I had an entry for 2013. I was also aware that it was
possible to enter as a relay team of up to 4 people and so the idea developed that I would run
the whole thing and four members of the family would make up a team running 6-7 miles
each.
Those who felt that they'd never manage the run decided to do a sponsored swim and
contacted the local pool in Caroline's home town of Gillingham where she had played a major
role in getting the pool re-opened. She raised over £1,000 through her own efforts and met
The Princess Royal when she came to officially open the venue.

The picture of the swimmers shows: Grace, Ruth, Julian, Molly, Katherine and Jack
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The marathon was on 5th May and so fundraising started a few months beforehand with
everyone using their contacts to eventually bring the total to over £2,300 to be shared
between the causes close to Caroline's heart. All the runners did their bit and the swimmers
totalled over 350 lengths between them.

The picture of the runners and supporters shows: Standing: Jack Sharman (grandson) Grace Williams (granddaughter) Katherine
Sharman (daughter) Henry Weston (grandson) Anne Sharman (daughter-in-law) Frances Robb (daughter) Julian Sharman (eldest
son) Andy Sharman (grandson) Rachel Sharman (granddaughter).
Sitting: Ed Weston (grandson) Duncan Robb (son-in-law) Molly (great grand-daughter) Ruth Sharman (daughter)

“The family are very happy to be giving to one of her favourite causes and one that we all can
closely identify with”
Julian Sharman (Caroline’s eldest son) and Duncan Sharman (son-in-law)

Duncan@reddogphoto.co.uk
Red Dog Photography
Twitter @reddogphoto
Facebook Page

MESSAGE FROM HORACE DOBBS AND ALL AT
IDW
WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY
We can't thank you and your family enough for
deciding to raise money for IDW. It means a
great deal to us. Your donation will ensure
that Caroline's memory will live on.

7

Jump for JOY!
Photo by Aboriginal Journeys - Whale Watching & Grizzly Bear Tours
http://www.aboriginaljourneys.com/

What a fishy tale: Friendly dolphin dives down and
catches 10lb cod before giving it to family for their dinner
By Tara Brady
Daily Mail: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2385219/Dolphin-gives-10lb-cod-family-dinnerDevon.html#ixzz2hUsLvZ3V





Lucy Watkins, 14, was admiring the dolphin with her family in Devon
Mammal jumped out of the water and placed fish near to the teenager
At first they didn't know whether to take the cod but dolphin reappeared with its own dinner - a seabass
The family gratefully scooped up the cod and took it home for tea

A family watching a dolphin from their boat were shocked when it dropped them off a cod
supper for dinner. The group were enjoying watching the mammal frolic in the water when it
suddenly dived down and caught the cod before placing it near to Lucy Watkins, 14. The
dolphin then resurfaced and began nudging the fish towards the stunned teenager.
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CONSERVATION
Thanks guys! Whale celebrates the freedom of its friend
cut free from lobster nets with incredible leap by hero
fishermen's boat
This stunning image was captured by whale-watcher guide off the coast of
Nova Scotia, Canada
By Anna Edwads, Daily Mail 3rd October 2013

This whale was literally jumping for joy after a rescue crew saved her friend from drowning.
These extraordinary photos show a humpback whale 'celebrating' after another female was
cut free from stray ropes attached to old lobster pots.
The stunning images were captured by Christine Callaghan, 62, off the coast of Nova Scotia,
Canada. She said: 'I've seen many breaches, and they are always awesome. But this one was
different and special in a way that made my throat tighten.'
Christine, a whale-watch guide with Pirate's Cove Whale & Seabird Cruises, had been
leading a trip when they received reports of an entangled whale and decided to take a detour.
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The discovered a female humpback known as Foggy who had become ensnared in ropes from
old lobster pots in the Bay of Fundy, two miles offshore of Long Island.
Foggy, described by Christine as a 'Fundy favourite', was born in 1987 to a whale named
Bermuda. Humpbacks return to the feeding grounds their mothers brought them to when they
were calves, meaning Foggy returns to the bay year after year.
The whale had rope wrapped around her head and across her blowholes and peduncle - the
narrow part of her tail, just ahead of the flukes. Foggy was dragging a mass of old lobster
traps beneath her, causing her to list to one side with the weight of all the gear. However,
remaining faithfully by her side throughout the ordeal was a fellow humpback known as
Grommet.
Another boat, the Shearwater, from the Center for Coastal Studies in Provincetown, happened
to be in the Bay and came to offer assistance.
The Shearwater crew were able to do an initial survey and radio through details to the Fast
Response Craft that was speeding to the scene. The Campobello Whale Rescue Team then
used specialist equipment to cut the rope snagging Foggy's tail, and then the ones around her
head. The crew decided to leave a single strand in her mouth, fearing they would cause
excessive bleeding if they dragged it out, and figuring that she would likely be able to rid
herself of it.
The instant Foggy was freed, Grommet dove and then burst from the water in a spectacular
celebratory breach.
Christine said: 'The timing, immediately after the ropes were cut completely freeing Foggy,
and the fact that it was Foggy's 'friend' that breached, was so touching to me. 'Knowing how
intelligent these animals are, and having observed Grommet's steadfast, seemingly protective
companionship of Foggy those several hours while we waited with them for the rescue boat, I
personally interpreted that breach as an act of joy and celebration that her pal was out of
danger.
'Everyone on the boat felt a huge sense that we had just witnessed something wonderful.' All
present were left with a smile on their face as the two whales swam away side by side up the
Bay, the northernmost reach of the whale feeding ground known as the Gulf of Maine.
The mouth of the Bay is one of the best places in the world to see several different species of
whales, including finbacks, minkes, the very rare North Atlantic right whale and humpbacks.

Watch Great Whale Conservancy’s Michael Fishback save
a humpback from entanglement in abandoned fishing
nets.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBYPlcSD490&feature=youtu.be
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The Black Fish
Working for the Oceans
The Black Fish is an international marine conservation movement on a mission to end
the industrial overfishing of our oceans. Through investigation and action we work to
expose and challenge illegal and destructive fishing practices. Our grassroots campaigns
and educational projects are aimed at empowering individuals to get actively involved
in conservation work and help build grassroots citizen-led conservation communities.
Join us today and help realise a future for threatened species in our oceans

http://www.theblackfish.org/about/

Blackfish documentary on ill treatment of killer whales at SeaWorld
proves cinema hit
Article by Daily Mail
SeaWorld, which owns parks in Orlando (where Tilikum still performs), San Diego and San
Antonio has reacted with fury to the film Blackfish, which looks at the treatment of orcas
(also known as killer whales) in captivity.
The low-cost documentary, by director Gabriela Cowperthwaite, has caused a stir around the
world since its release at the end of July.
The film focuses on the story of killer whale Tilikum, who was once a star performer in the
Shamu shows at SeaWorld Orlando before a tragic incident in 2010 when he killed his trainer
Dawn Brancheau during a live performance. The whale still performs but doesn't have
trainers in the water with him at the same time.
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Brancheau was the third person apparently killed by the whale and in the film Cowperthwaite
looks at how the treatment of orcas could be causing them to become psychologically
distressed.
The documentary highlights the problems caused by keeping whales - which normally live in
family pods in the ocean - in solitary confinement and taking them from their mothers when
they are young.
It also looks at whale tank size (the equivalent of a human being kept in a bath tub, says
animal rights campaigner PETA) and how males can sometimes be put together leading to
violent battles for dominance - something which the film alleges does not happen to the same
extent in the wild.
Using footage of the animals and interviews with professionals, the film claims to: "Explore
the creature’s extraordinary nature, the species’ cruel treatment in captivity, the lives and
losses of the trainers and the pressures brought to bear by the multi-billion dollar sea-park
industry."
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/article-2399892/Blackfish-documentary-illtreatment-killer-whales-SeaWorld-proves-cinema-hit.html#ixzz2grLIj3y7 .

Did a killer whale doc just kill an industry?
Seaworld might be about to take a giant hit.
By Fred Crawley Fred Crawley
Gabriela Cowperthwaite’s documentary Blackfish is a clear successor to 2009’s The Cove: a
documentary that, through condemnation of Japanese dolphin hunting, lodged within the
public consciousness a deep unease at the relationship between people and cetaceans.

The film, which premiered at the Sundance festival in April and is on general UK
release [2] from 25th July, tells the story of 12,000lb bull orca Tilikum, who has lived in
captivity for 30 years. In this time he has been linked with the murky deaths of 3 people,
most recently SeaWorld Orlando trainer Dawn Brancheau in 2010.
The film’s clear message is that a lifetime of boredom, claustrophobia and bullying from
other whales conspired to build an abyssal psychosis in this highly emotional – and
frighteningly alien – creature.
The film lays a solid case against SeaWorld, accusing the group (which is a heavyweight
opponent indeed at a market cap of €3.5bn) of covering up facts surrounding the deaths
and propagating misinformation among visitors about the welfare of whales in captivity.
SeaWorld itself is conspicuous by its absence in the film; while a small army of former
trainers assemble on camera to express their shame and regret over their part in Tilikum’s
story, SeaWorld repeatedly refused to be interviewed or issue a statement to
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Cowperthwaite. Only now, in the wake of unexpectedly intense media buzz
surrounding Blackfish, has the group released a limp press release stating:
"To promote its bias that killer whales should not be maintained in a zoological setting,
the film paints a distorted picture that withholds from viewers key facts about SeaWorld –
among them, that SeaWorld is one of the world's most respected zoological institutions,
that SeaWorld rescues, rehabilitates and returns to the wild hundreds of wild animals
every year, and that SeaWorld commits millions of dollars annually to conservation and
scientific research."
Note the unquantifiable boast of being one of the “most respected” institutions around,
and the casual mention of “millions” of dollars funnelled into research and conservation.
For anyone who has sat through Blackfish’s harrowing cuts between footage of whales in
extreme distress and squeaky clean SeaWorld adverts, this glib defence of the company’s
public image rings hollow indeed.
Of course it’s one thing for the movie to stir up the emotions of reviewers, and another
entirely for it to make a quantifiable impact on SeaWorld policy. Certainly, it’s being
given a huge bite at the cherry: press surrounding Blackfish has already been way in
advance of what one would expect from a documentary, and reviewers are showering it
with near-perfect scores (it’s currently scoring 97 per cent on rottentomatoes.com [3] with
38 reviews). Whether the American public could care less still remains to be seen, but
they are going to be as aware of the problem as one filmmaker could hope to make them.
And if they do change their minds and start boycotting SeaWorld, what’s at stake? On
paper, the future prospects for the 45 killer whales currently being held in captivity
around the world (not all of them by SeaWorld parks). But beyond that, a vast sea change
in the marine park industry.
Zoos housing terrestrial animals have undergone huge changes in recent decades – in the
UK at least, a zoo can expect public outcry over any perceived cramping and lack of
stimulation in enclosure design, and the Zoo’s public image has become characterised by
piety; it exists for conservation and as a place for people to view animals on the animals’
own terms. The thought of the chimp’s tea party is absurd in the 21st century zoological
industry. But for the big hitting marine amusement parks in America, Japan and
elsewhere, this mentality is the norm. Only two years ago, America’s Georgia aquarium –
the largest in the world, and one which markets itself as being founded on education and
conservation – opened up a new dolphin exhibit.
If this was opened for the purposes of education, its methods must have been subliminal.
While the exhibit didn’t have so much as a plaque explaining that dolphins are mammals,
it did sell pricey tickets to hundreds of people every day, inviting them to watch the
animals dance along to the singing and capering of a theatre studies graduate introduced
as the "Starspinner". Can you imagine if the revamped gorilla enclosure at ZSL’s London
Zoo had opened along similar lines in 2007?
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Marine parks have not made the jump from animal-based show entertainment to
conservation and emulation of natural environments as zoos have for purely financial
reasons. Because of the disproportionately greater costs of maintaining saltwater habitats
in comparison to terrestrial ones, and the far greater spaces that must be maintained in
order to house an orca as opposed to, say, a tapir, show admission revenues (and
associated merchandise sales) are arguably vital to covering costs.
The circus mentality with its small pools, cajoled performances and megatons of cuddly
toys is what has made the SeaWorld model the $1.4bn per year success that it is. Without
it, it would have the troubled P&L characteristics of most zoos, and would have to rely on
that much-vaunted “respect” it generates as a conservation and research group.
SeaWorld’s share price has hovered between $35 and $39 since soon after it floated on
the NYSE in April, and doesn’t seem to taking much of a discernible hit yet from the first
wave of Blackfish reviews. Nevertheless, if the public do begin to vote with their feet
against the captivity of marine mammals in the months and years to come, investor
outlook could look very different.

Message from Horace Dobbs
Honorary Director of International Dolphin Watch
"Getting animals to perform, harps back to previous generations that were dedicated
to conquering nature, as if it was an enemy that needed to be brought down and put under
tight control.
In the wild the dorsal fins of orcas' are boldly upright - like flag poles. The sight, in
captivity, of the dorsal fins of these magnificent animals hanging limp and unfunctional (see
page 11) to me is a symbol of a sad loss of their freedom, vitality and dignity.
Now, in the light of the scientific knowledge and understanding we have gained in more
recent times, we have discovered that harmonising with nature is far more rewarding. And
indeed is vital for our survival on the planet. I therefore view keeping animals in
confinement, especially cetaceans that have brains as big and more highly evolved than ours,
and getting them to perform tricks in what amount to prisons, where they are totally unable to
pursue the natural, free course of their lives, is an outmoded concept that is immoral and
totally unacceptable.
Also, the argument that keeping cetaceans in captivity is "educational" is fundamentally
flawed. It has been completely outmoded by TV films, such as the BBC's Blue Planet, that
demonstrate the sometimes harsh, complex, and interconnected reality of all forms of life on
our planet, above and below sea level."

What do YOU think? We would like to hear your views: please Email the
Editor jackieconnell@btinternet.com
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The True Story of an Orca named Luna
By Kris Simpson
Many readers of ‘DOLPHIN’ will be familiar with the incredible story of Luna, a lonely orca.
Now a new book and a beautiful film have been released revealing many more details of the
story. Michael Parfit and Suzanne Chisholm were there and met the whale and many people
involved in the events. The film is stunningly beautiful and the book compelling.
Luna, a young male orca, appeared alone in Nootka Sound, on the west coast of Vancouver
Island. His loneliness and desire for social contact soon became very evident. Orcas are not
loners. Their life is with their pod, their family. Luna didn’t need to spend all day hunting
fish, like any human youngster he had time and energy to spare. He needed something to do
and friends to do it with. He quickly realised that humans and their activities afloat offered
him the interest and attention he wanted. And so began an amazing time. At first Luna made
tentative contact, keeping a short distance away as he watched and followed people in boats.
Then he became bolder, allowing people to touch him. He liked to have his head and tongue
rubbed, displaying very fine teeth.
More and more people were beguiled by Luna. He revelled in the attention. Then, perhaps
inevitably, official notice was taken. All this attention is bad for the whale. It is decreed that
touching Luna is forbidden on pain of a fine up to $100 000. Later even making eye contact
was discouraged. The whale did not understand that replacing being alone with friendship
was wrong. Nor did many of the residents and visitors. Wardens were tasked with keeping
Luna and boaters apart. This led to a scene that perfectly captured the absurdity of the
situation the authorities had created. Wardens drew up next to a boat full of visitors enjoying
Luna’s company. They held onto the boat, explaining repeatedly that touching the whale was
not permitted and could result in a huge fine. Luna found a new game to play. He insinuated
himself between the two boats and lifted his head high again and again to nuzzle the official
in her armpit. Now who should be fined!
What should be done? Many groups and individuals had their own ideas. Luna was very
important to the local Mowachaht/Muchalaht people who believed him to be the spirit of a
chief, but the fisheries officer thinks it is in the whale’s best interests to be captured and
removed to a place where he could, perhaps, be reunited with his family. A few individuals
would like to be rid of the whale any way they could.
We make decisions regulating our relationship with animals with the best intentions but we
can absolutely fail to understand the animals we seek to protect. The special May 2008
edition of ‘DOLPHIN’ asks the question, ‘Should members of the Public be banned from
swimming with friendly wild dolphins? Two men were found guilty of recklessly interfering
with a wild dolphin off a beach in Kent. The dolphin had approached the men. It was her
choice to play with them. We humans of course understand the dolphin’s need better than she
herself.
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The story of Luna is complex and thought –provoking. It raises fundamental questions about
compassion, friendship and our relationship with other species. It will stay with you.
Film: The Whale DVD available from www.thewhalemovie.com
Book: The Lost Whale ISBN 978-0-312-35364-3
St Martin’s Press Available from Amazon

PLEASE WATCH AND SHARE THE VIDEO

Please help "my friend" and share.
Click here Must share!
http://www.takepart.com/thecove
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Request from Izumi Ishii - dolphin hunter
turned protector
I am against the capture and slaughter of dolphins, whales
and marine creatures.
And I am against the aquariums with dolphin shows, too.
So I have something to suggest to you once more.
It is freedom of the individuals that carry out and oppose activity,
unless they make an offence in the area of dolphin hunting.
However, I want you to notice that the fishermen do not break the
law. They catch dolphins with permission. How can you
guarantee their entire lives after you let them stop the dolphin
hunt? Probably it will be impossible. You would do better to
express opposition for the hunting to Government agencies.
I propose our Government guarantees the fishermen’s living if they reduce or delete dolphin
catch quota. For this reason, I believe it is more effective to express our opposition for the
hunting to Government agencies than to go somewhere else.
So I need your expression of opposition for the hunting
written by yourselves. Please send it to my home address.
My staff and I will submit them all to Government
agencies.
Please help us to save dolphins, whales and marine
creatures.
I attach a sample for your reference below but we
welcome your own opinion of course. Thank you for the
many letters already received.
Bright Sea, Izumi Ishii , my address: 1301-60, Futo, Ito city, Shizuoka prefecture, Japan 413-0231.
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Example from Izumi Ishii:

TO JAPANESE GOVERNMENT
"Please stop the dolphin hunt and whaling of your country now!
Dolphins and whales are highly-evolved, highly intelligent, social beings. They are not just fish.
Dolphin hunt in Japan and whaling of Japan are infamous for their barbaric way of killing.
People all over the world are horrified by what is being done. It breaks people's heart to see them
caught, trapped, crying, fighting and then killed or held in captivity.
There is no doubt, that Japan dolphin hunt and whaling have become a very large concern by the
people in all countries and they harshly accuse Japan for what is being done to the marine
mammals.
These accusations towards Japan dolphin hunt will continue and become more intense until the
hunt is stopped. As more and more people become aware of what is happening.
I love Japan very much for your beautiful scenery and kind people.
And I love dolphins and whales. They never hurt or attack humans, but in fact, have been known
to help humans in distress. Even when they are torn apart from their families, or held in captivity.
The pools that are so small are like a bathtub to these dolphins that are treated like a slave their
whole lives. They still do not attack humans.
It has also been proven by scientists that dolphin and whale meat are contaminated with PCB's.
And it seems that only a small portion of the whale meat is being eaten and generating surplus. I
don't think Japan needs dolphin or whale meat at all, since you have abundance in other varieties
of food.
I do not want to stop liking Japan and its people. For we know of the Japanese people to be a very
kind and polite people - more so than many other countries. Japan should be proud of the
beautiful minds, but be ashamed of the inhumane dolphin hunt and whaling.
Signed.................................................................. (Please include your name and Email address).
“I am 65 years old now.
I protect many dolphins and
creatures of the sea.
I die calmly if I completely achieve
this duty. I declare it to everyone
again.
I cooperate together and make the
peaceful sea...
I never die till then”.
I go for dolphin swimming from now
on....”
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Mercury treaty to flag threat of toxic whale
and dolphin meat
The Economic Voice, Wednesday 9th October 2013
http://www.economicvoice.com/
As the world’s first legally binding international treaty to curb the release of mercury into the
environment was formally signed today (October 9), a coalition of NGOs urged countries to
take immediate steps to address communities at particular risk of contamination from the
consumption of whale and dolphin products.
“For far too long, coastal communities around the world have been allowed to consume the
mercury-contaminated meat of whales, dolphins and porpoises, many in ignorance of the
risks involved,” said Clare Perry, Senior Campaigner at the UK-and US-based Environmental
Investigation Agency (EIA).
“Now signatories to the new treaty must make communities in places as far afield as Japan
and the Faroe Islands properly aware of the very serious risks to human health that come
from eating the meat of toothed cetaceans.”
The Minamata Convention on Mercury was today adopted at the Conference of
Plenipotentiaries in Minamata and Kumamoto, Japan. The choice of venue is significant as
Minamata was the scene of the world’s worst-ever incident of mass mercury poisoning. The
outbreak began in 1956 after methylmercury, discharged into the sea from a Chisso
Corporation factory, accumulated in fish and shellfish and found its way into the human food
chain.
Symptoms of mercury poisoning can include loss of muscular coordination, numbness in
extremities, damage to hearing and speech, damage to foetal development, paralysis and
death.
Dolphin meat sold for consumption in Japan has been found to have mercury levels as high as
98.9 parts per million, some 250 times higher than the Government regulatory level and
higher than levels commonly found in the fish that caused Minamata disease.
“Governments have long been well aware of the dangers to human health that come from
eating whale and dolphin meat contaminated with mercury and other pollutants, but in some
cases they have been neglectfully reticent when it comes to properly protecting their citizens
from the risks,” said Sakae Hemmi, of Japanese NGO Elsa Nature Conservancy.
Based on more than 20 years of medical studies in the Faroe Islands, scientists now advise
that the meat of pilot whales killed there is no longer suitable for consumption – but
Government recommendations have failed to follow such advice. In 2012, the International
Whaling Commission (IWC) passed a consensus resolution noting such concerns and urging
governments to take action.
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Birgith Sloth, of the Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals in Denmark, added:
“Increasing awareness of the scientific advice has led to many in the Faroes rejecting pilot
whale meat. Despite this, more than 1,300 pilot whales and white-sided dolphins have been
killed in the Faroe Islands in 2013, suggesting that some people are consuming huge amounts
of whale and dolphin meat. The Faroese Government needs to follow the advice of its own
scientists and enforce a strict ban on consuming toxic whale meat.

Save Our Maui’s Dolphin
A poster made by Felix Thorne (13yr).

http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/saving-our-environment/marine-and-coastal/mauis-andhectors-dolphins/mauis-e-submission

Bringing Back The Bird Song

PRE ORDER FROM YOUR LOCAL BOOKSHOP
(To be published 1st December 2013).
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Diving the Holy Grail
By Larry G. Wilder, Jr.

The Divine Dolphin
By Sierra Goodman

http://www.divinedolphin.com/
Since 1987 The Divine Dolphin has been offering the amazing life changing opportunity to encounter
and swim with wild Dolphins and Whales in their natural habitats in the best places on the
planet: Bimini, Bahamas - Silver Bank, Dominican Republic - and our combined ocean and rainforest
tours to Drake Bay Costa Rica. Each place is unique and wonderful and we are sure one of our
locations is perfect for your dream to get up close and personal with the amazing dolphins and
whales.
Research has found that 80% of people who swim with dolphins have a change in brain wave
patterns from beta to theta states of consciousness. This explains why many participants experience
states of bliss, ecstasy, deep peace, and a sense of well being. It is believed that dolphins “see”
holographically and so experience themselves as part of a whole, instead of the individuated identity
that we have. That means they also see us in our wholeness.

COMING SOON - Sierra Goodman will be telling us about her Eco
Programme at Drake Bay Costa Rica.
21

World Cetacean Alliance
http://www.worldcetaceanalliance.org/
INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH is a member of the World Cetacean Alliance.
Marine parks fund annual Japanese massacre of thousands of dolphins and porpoises by
paying $150,000 a time for young dolphins – 250 times the value of those killed for their
meat.
“The time has come to view captivity of whales and dolphins as a part of our history – not a
tragic part of our future,” says Jean-Michel Cousteau, Honorary President of the World
Cetacean Alliance.
Members of the World Cetacean Alliance (WCA) are calling for a mass public protest against
the slaughter of dolphins and porpoises that is about to start in Japan. From this September to
next March, a dolphin drive hunt made famous by the film ‘The Cove’ will see thousands of
dolphins and porpoises hunted or trapped by nets and then bloodily slaughtered, either by
harpooning or by having a metal stake driven into their head.

2013 World Whale Conference & Whale Watch
Conference
Cruiseport, Gloucester, Massachusetts, USA

The World Whale Conference: November 6-7 2013
Putting cetaceans on the map: collaborative strategies for protecting the
world’s whales, dolphins and porpoises
The 2nd World Whale Conference and inaugural meeting of the World Cetacean Alliance
(WCA) will be a groundbreaking event as NGOs, whale and dolphin watching tour operators,
and passionate individuals working on behalf of the WCA meet for the first time to discuss
how to deal with the major threats to the world’s whales, dolphins and porpoises.
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WhaleFest
Hilton Brighton Metropole 14-16 March 2014
WhaleFest - the world’s biggest celebration of wild whales and
dolphins - returns to Hilton Brighton Metropole, UK 14-16 March
2014.







WhaleFest becomes a not-for-profit event
Supporting a soon-to-be-announced major conservation project
With discounts on offer for charities booking exhibition space
Friday 14th March - network and do business at our invitation-only day
With representatives from big orgs and major tourism players
Sat 15th & Sun 16th March - a weekend packed with activities, expo and public visitors

More information is coming soon but in the meantime
Check out this short video to see what makes WhaleFest
unmissable... http://www.whale-fest.com/

Whales Interacting with Dolphins
(From the film THE EARTH WINS)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ekOMua-GU8

www.theearthwins.com

THE EARTH WINS is a tribute to the many wonders of Mother Earth. Shot entirely from the air on 4 continents, 7 years in the
making, THE EARTH WINS is a moving, provocative, visceral cinematic experience celebrating the magnificent diversity of the
Earth.
Please help to get this film into a cinema near you by "liking" us here and on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/THE-EA...
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RESEARCH
Nice to hear you! Dolphins recognise old friends even after
20 years apart
By Steve Connor, Science Editor, The Independant
7th August 2013
New study shows that the mammals have the longest social memory of any non-human
species.
Dolphins are able to remember one another's signature calls for at least 20 years making it the
longest memory for "faces" among animals - perhaps even surpassing the ability of people to
remember one another from their appearances alone.
Every dolphin has a unique whistle which is used as a signature call and stays with them
unchanged throughout life. These identifying noises are even more reliable than the facial
features used by people to recognise each other, which notoriously change over time.
Now a study has shown that when dolphins have been separated for 20 years or more they are
still able to distinguish the whistle call of a former close companion from a host of other calls
emitted by complete strangers, scientists said. This kind of "social memory" surpasses the
recognition abilities of elephants, primates and all other intelligent animals that have been
studied in this way, said Jason Bruck, who carried out the work whilst studying for is PhD at
the University of Chicago.
"This research shows that dolphins have the potential for lifelong memory for each other
regardless of relatedness, sex or duration of association. This is the first study to show that
social recognition can last for at least 20 years in a nonhuman species," Dr Bruck said.
"This shows us an animal operating cognitively at a level that's very consistent with human
social memory. This is the kind of study you can only do with captive groups where you
know how long the animals have been apart. To do a similar study in the wild could be
almost impossible," he said.
The study, published in the journal Proceedings of the Royal Society of London B, involved
collecting the recorded signature whistles of 53 different bottlenose dolphins living at six
different facilities, from the Brookfield Zoo near Chicago to Dolphin Quest in Bermuda.
The dolphins at these sites are part of a captive-breeding programme and they have
periodically spent time together going back many years, complete with fully-verified records.
During the study, Dr Bruck would play a recording of signature whistles of a stranger that a
dolphin had never heard before. After repeating the call many times, the dolphin would
quickly show signs that it is bored with the sound of another dolphin it had never met, he
said. Dr Bruck then introduced the call of a dolphin they had once known, and measured its
response and behaviour. "When they hear a dolphin they know, they often quickly approach
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the speaker playing the recording. At times they will hover around, whistle at it, try to get it
to whistle back," Dr Bruck said.
In one notable example, for instance, a female named Allie living at Brookfield Zoo
recognised and responded to a recorded call of female called Bailey, now living in Bermuda,
which had shared a pool with Allie 20 years and six months previously when they both lived
at Dolphin Connection in Florida Keys, he said.
Dolphins are thought to live for about 20 years on average in the wild, although they are
known to live as long as 45 years in captivity. It is possible that they social memory for
signature whistles could last their lifetime, Dr Bruck said. This is the longest, scientificallytested social memory in animals, matched only by the anecdotal reports of elephants being
able to recognise their mothers after 20 years of separation.
A study published earlier this year by researchers at the University of St Andrews found that
dolphins not only recognised each other by their whistles but often mimic a close
companion's unique whistle in an attempt to get them to respond.
"We know they use these signatures like names, but we don't know if the name stands for
something in their minds the way a person's name does for us. We don't know yet if the name
makes a dolphin picture another dolphin in its head," Dr Bruck said.

FOOTNOTE
By Dr Horace Dobbs

Sound is the primary sense in dolphins who have brains as large and as highly evolved as
those of humans.
I would be very surprised, therefore, if dolphins could not recall vocalisations made in former
years by other dolphins they were compelled to live closely with in captivity.
The quoted possible life span of dolphins in the wild and captivity is questionable. Fungie
(see previous issue of DOLPHIN) was fully grown when he arrived in Dingle, in Ireland 30
years ago. Since then Fungie has lived in harmony with the local fishermen and the countless
visitors who have come to see and swim with him. Fungie is as active as ever and shows no
signs of aging. On this evidence the suggested lifespan of 20 years for dolphins in the wild is
erroneous.
The implication that dolphins can live as long as 45 years in captivity neglects the facts that
very few dolphins are born in captivity and those that are seldom survive for as long as a
year. Many dolphins have a short lifespan in captivity and are replaced without the public
being aware of it. Several dolphins were used in the making of the Flipper TV series.
I am concerned that publications like this one in The Independant could be used by the
dolphinarium industry to promote the outmoded concept that scientific research can only be
conducted using captive, conditioned animals.
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EDUCATION
IDW HELPS DOLPHINS AND PEOPLE

Dolphins bring joy at the Hope Centre

An 11 YEARS OLD girl from a small start-up school called THE HOPE CENTRE that
encourages nature study, has adopted dolphins as her field of study.
HORACE DOBBS WILL BE SENDING HER A SIGNED COPY OF A DILO BOOK.
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Academy by the Sea Marine
Education Seychelles

The opening of the Academy by the Sea Exhibition, showing a year of fun in a colourful mix
of photos, artwork, facts, poems, blogs and much more! The exhibition was on display until
5th August in Victoria.

Big thanks to Holly Wetherall for putting together this video:
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=488369584588410
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
WE ARE CREATING A GLOBAL NETWORK OF DOLPHIN LOVERS THAT CARE
ABOUT OTHERS AND THE EARTH WE SHARE.
Please help by circulating this Magazine to friends and colleagues or through your social
networks!
INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH HAS A NEW FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalDolphinWatch?fref=ts
Thank you to everyone that has contributed to this issue of DOLPHIN.

Together we CAN and DO make a difference!
Friends of International Dolphin Watch receive news and exchange information on a host of topics via
the DOLPHIN magazines.
You can download all previous issues of DOLPHIN since 2006 through www.idw.org .
If you would like to be added to the International Dolphin Watch database and receive notification
when the online Magazines go live please Email idw@talk21.com .
If you would like to share your news or comments in future issues of DOLPHIN please Email to me:
jackieconnell@btinternet.com .
Jackie Connell

EDITOR
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