International Dolphin Watch (IDW)
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation
dedicated to helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace
Dobbs in 1978
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Dear Supporters
Welcome to the May issue of our DOLPHIN Magazine.
I now refer to Jackie Connell as SUPERWOMAN and her husband Terry as
SUPERMAN because to me that's what they are.
Terry was recently very seriously ill and was flown to Auckland Hospital for
an emergency operation and now has a plastic insert in his ascending aorta.
But being Terry he willed himself into fitness and is now back on the golf
course when he's not helping Jackie with the enormous amount of
correspondence she receives on her laptop from around the world.
Apart from looking after Terry and finding time for innumerable
engagements, Superwoman Jackie has managed to put together a DOLPHIN
Magazine whilst packing up to return to England and then preparing to fly to
Czech Republic 30th May for our Dilo Dolphin Roadshow first week in June
with Val and Dana, Founders of Delfino. For information on the Road Show
Email: Dana.Hegerova@seznam.cz and visit www.delfino.cz
So on behalf of the dolphins, and you too I hope, I say a big "ThankYou" to
Jackie and Terry without whose voluntary hard work and enthusiasm you
would not be reading this issue of DOLPHIN.
Horace Dobbs
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FAREWELL TO ROBBINS BARSTOW
1919-2011
A tribute to a great educationalist and champion
of cetacean protection

by Horace Dobbs
Robbins gained his Ph.D. in Educational Psychology in 1967. And in 1974 he co-founded the all-volunteer,
educational, research and conservation Connecticut Cetacean Society – now the Cetacean Society
International (CSI).
I first met Robbins in 1983 in the Children’s Museum of West Hartford in Connecticut. There I was
introduced to a very impressive 60 feet long, life-sized ferro-concrete model of a sperm whale named
CONNY, and the man, Robbins Barstow, who had supervised Conny’s construction four years earlier.
Walking through the interior of Conny with Robbins I immediately became aware of her sheer size, which
of course was why Conny was built: to impress the children and citizens of Connecticut – a town with a long
history of whale hunting – of their heritage. And at the same time to raise public awareness of the fact that
these majestic ocean giants were still being hunted close to extinction for the oil in their massive heads. And,
most important of all, the urgent need to protect them.
Supporters of IDW may recall that Robbins Barstow featured as Personality of the Month in the February
2009 Newsletter:

http://newsletter.dolphinfriend.com/assets/applets/Newsletter_February_2009.pdf
in which some of his many contributions to whale and dolphin conservation were outlined.
Robbins remained an active and effective member of the whale and dolphin protection movement until his
dying day. His legacy is that many of the whales and dolphins swimming freely in the oceans of the world
today owe their lives to Robbins Barstow’s unstinting efforts to protect them.
Although Robbins is no longer with us in physical form his spirit lives on and is perpetuated by those who
fell under his spell - especially members of the CSI who still kindly send me hard copies of their bi-monthly
WHALES ALIVE journal that can also be downloaded from their website - csiwhalesalive.org
The January-March 2011 issue of WHALES ALIVE devoted 8 of its 16 pages to the life and times to
Robbins Barstow. So I shall now hand you over to Patricia Sullivan, with clips from her lead article. And
leave you to go to www.csiwhalesalive.org if you want a fuller picture of this remarkable and courageous
man.

To Watch Whales, Not Kill Them:
A Man of Dreams Words and Action
In the winter of his life, Dr. Robbins Wolcott Barstow’s physique
waned, but his spirit and energy remained formidable, almost
resurgent.
Tall, razor thin and white bearded – he could pose for a painting of a captain
of a 19th-century New England whaling ship, although that image would be
totally misleading. Even though some members of his family actually were
whaling captains of the last century, Robbins Barstow has been one of this
century’s leading voices in the effort to stop the slaughter of whales. For
decades he has roamed the world, speaking about them, photographing them,
writing about them – and imploring that they be saved.
(Bill Ryan, A Life Dedicated to Saving Cetaceans. July 17, 1994)

In 2007, my husband Paul DiGangi and I had the honor of sharing a warm summer weekend with Robbins
and Meg watching whales aboard the Dolphin Fleet in Provincetown, MA; we witnessed Robbins’ sheer joy,
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perched out on the bowsprit of the Dolphin VII, adorned with his
trademark captain’s cap, name badge, smile and sunglasses as he
watched the magnificent whales, free and wild – a living testimony
of his avocation, and the mission of CSI.
Robbins on the bowsprit of the Dolphin VII

THE ROYAL WEDDING
By Horace Dobbs
MAGIC MOMENT

Just for a day, on 29th April 2011,
the world’s media changed its
focus from pictures and stories of
anger,
aggression,
violence,
fighting and killing to one of love.
I’m referring to the marriage of
Prince William to Kate Middleton.
The high light of the day for the
thousands who packed the Mall
and the largest TV audience in
history was the kiss on the
balcony at Buckingham Palace. In
that fleeting moment the newly
married couple shared their
genuine love and affection with
the entire world.

DOLPHIN LOVE, FREEDOM AND TOLERANCE
The photograph of that moment of magic moment in London which appeared on the front page of the
Yorkshire Post the following day reminded me of a similar magic moment I experienced off the
island of Providenciales in the British West Indies. The cherished photograph I took in 1989 of Dean
Bernal kissing a free wild dolphin named JoJo on a coral reef in the open sea symbolises to me the
love, freedom and tolerance exhibited by dolphins that is sadly missing from so many of my fellow
men separated by war, nationality, politics and religion.
Note from Editor:
Stories of Horace Dobbs’ encounters with JoJo are included in Journey into Dolphin Dreamtime by
Horace Dobbs Published by Jonathan Cape
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EDUCATION

The IDEAL Road
Part 4
Melanie Parker continues the story of how Horace Dobbs
pioneered a radical new approach to education that was eventually given the
name IDEAL

IDEAL (Integrated Dolphin Education And Learning)
IDEAL is the application of scientific logic to education based on our
understanding of the unique bond between humans and dolphins that
makes encounters, both real and virtual, with these delightful, intelligent
mammals, imprint themselves in our memories.

In Part 3 I explained how by the year 2000 Dr Horace Dobbs had discovered and explored how encounters
with dolphins could lift our spirits and how this Dolphin Effect could be captured to benefit those with
emotional problems. Understanding the importance of education in all our lives, especially those who were
resistant to teaching, or found learning difficult because of problems such as dyslexia, Horace, wondered if
the changes in attitude to reading observed when his Dilo books were read in
schools could be introduced into formal education. And what benefits, if any,
this would bring with it.
To explore this concept Horace devised a DOLPHIN EDUCATION
RESEARCH PROGRAMME (DERP) which was described as follows in a
special IDW report published in June 2002.
Having spent nearly a decade in a research laboratory studying drugs that affect
brain function, the so-called psychotropic drugs, Horace was intrigued by
dolphin brains. And how they use them.
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Dolphins have brains that are roughly the
same size as humans but are some 30
million
years
older
than
ours.
Furthermore, dolphin brains have a more
convoluted cerebral cortex. This increase
in surface area enabled a greater number
cells to be deposited during the course of
evolution in a the part of the brain
associated with higher thought processes
such as appreciation of beauty in all its
forms - including nature.

Here’s how Horace answered the question he asked himself:

Having convinced himself and others that there was a sound scientific basis for introducing stories about
Dilo and other dolphins into education the acronym IDEAL (Integrated Dolphin Education And Learning)
was coined.

IDEAL - a route to Conservation
Using the power of dolphins to lift our spirits and thereby make English lessons
joyful for both teachers and pupils was certainly a valid reason for introducing
IDEAL into the national curriculum*.However, Horace did have another, and
some would argue more pressing reason for introducing dolphins into the
classroom. And that was to make youngsters and those teaching them more aware
of threats that dolphins face. Plus the urgent need to take far greater care of the
marine environment.
I’ll tell you more about how Horace progressed his objectives to combine
education and conservation in the next instalment of THE IDEAL ROAD.
* Editor’s Note: IDEAL has recently been introduced into the national curriculum in the Czech Republic
(see previous issues of DOLPHIN).
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CHILDREN’S CORNER
Winning Picture

Thank you to 5yr old Brooke Stansfield for her dolphin/shell
picture. A Dilo Book, signed by the author, will be sent to
Cockle Bay School, Sandspit Road, Howick, Manukau, New
Zealand where Brooke goes to school.
For information on Cockle Bay School visit:
http://www.cocklebay.school.nz/
Note from Horace Dobbs: I love the picture of the girl with the
turned up big toe. It must have been the excitement of having her
photo taken with that lovely winning picture which I will be
delighted to acknowledge by sending a prize winning Dilo book to
her at Cockle Bay School - what a charming name.

Dolphin Facts













Dolphins are mammals; this means that they nurse their babies with milk from the mothers.
Dolphins can swim up to 260 m. below the surface of the ocean.
Dolphins can stay up to 15 minutes under water, but they cannot breath under the water.
Dolphins use a technique called echolocation to find food and navigate.
Dolphins live in groups formed by 10 to 12 individuals.
There are 36 different kinds of ocean dolphins and 5 species of river dolphins.
The largest dolphin is the “killer whale” (also known as Orca).
The most known dolphin is the “ bottlenose dolphin”.
Dolphins are warm-blooded.
Dolphins communicate through sounds and whistles.
Dolphins eat fish and squid.

How to draw a dolphin
Drawing a dolphin is very easy, just follow the four steps
below.

Step 1.
Draw the body of the dolphin. Usually dolphins are drawn
jumping over the water.
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Step 2.
Add the tail, trying to continue the curve of the body
in the lower part.

Step 3.
Add the fins, avoiding to draw the top fin too "sharky"

Step 4.
Add the mouth, remember that the smile is the distinctive
mark of the dolphin.

For further dolphin facts and activities for children visit: http://www.dolphins-world.com

Dilo Books by Horace Dobbs can be purchased through the online DOLPHIN Shop
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html
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FRIENDS’ NEWS
For the Love of Dolphins
By John Haines
(In Search of Simplicity)
Radio host, inspirational speaker and health educator John Haines is the author
of In Search of Simplicity: A True Story that Changes Lives and the recently
released Beyond the Search, books to lift the spirit and touch the heart. See
http://www.JohnHainesBooks.com
My recent special guest on Voices from the North was Jackie Connell. Jackie edits the monthly newsletter
for International Dolphin Watch (IDW) and, together with her husband, Terry Connell , is the co-founder
of Operation Sunshine, a UK-based charity helping special needs families throughout the UK and
internationally. My complete interview with Jackie Connell can be heard below through:
http://insearchofsimplicity.com/2011/04/28/for-the-love-of-dolphins/
Jackie Connell has always been concerned about our environment and the need to
bring a more meaningful and spiritual aspect into people’s lives. From the
moment she heard dolphin expert Dr. Horace Dobbs being interviewed by Johnny
Walker on BBC Radio 2 in 2000 she knew she was going to meet and work with
this extraordinary man. But, as you listen to the hour I spend in the studio with
Jackie, you’ll realise this sort of intuitive premonition is nothing new to her. The
story she shares of the magic that brought Terry and her to New Zealand leaves
little doubt that Jackie has been cruising in the arms of the angels all her life.
From childhood she had a recurring dream of a place she didn’t recognize. When
a colleague from the Open University where she worked sent Jackie a postcard
from Matauri Bay while on vacation in New Zealand, a postcard of a scene
identical to her lifelong repetitive dream, Jackie and Terry began an odyssey that
eventually landed them on the sunny shores of New Zealand as “swallows” for six months of the year.
Two pieces of music are shared during the hour. First there is a haunting track from Enigma called The
Dream of the Dolphin.
Later we play A Song of Iruka, a melody from a Japanese woman who claims the song was written by
dolphins and channelled through her. Inspired by the work and vision of Horace Dobbs, Konoe Ishizaki cofounded the Ki and Dolphin Healing Centre in Kyoto. At 10.00pm on 26 November 1993, two weeks before
the Dolphin Healing Centre opened, Konoe had a vision in which the dolphins gave her the following
message:
Good evening! The fact is that you were born here to come and play a ‘life’ game.
Be generous enough to play with anybody whom you encounter
and also with those who say something nasty.
You are all playfellows. There are humorous people
and there are people who are not so humorous.
Imagine that all of you are enjoying the game together.
Some play the role of a disliked person, some play the role of clown.
Everybody has a role to play.
This philosophical perspective is remarkably similar to that pieced together by regression hypnotist and
therapist Dr. Michael Newton in his inspiring book Journey of Souls. As for the practical and loving
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guidance of angels in the synchronistic unfolding of our lives you need look no further than Paul Elder’s
book, Eyes of an Angel.
Konoe Ishizaki’s song, Iruka No Uta (The Dolphin Song).can be heard here:
http://www.idw.org/assets/applets/A_Song_Of_Iruka.wma
At the end of our time together Jackie Connell gifted me one of Horace Dobbs’ beautiful children’s books
about Dilo, a make-believe dolphin. For more on the enigmatic dolphin pioneer Dr. Horace Dobbs, whose
talks, books and films have introduced millions to the magical healing energy of dolphins, and for a
complete list of his more than 20 books visit www.horacedobbs.com.
In preparation for my interview with Jackie, I watched the powerful Oscar award winning documentary, The
Cove, featuring former Flipper trainer turned activist Ric O’Barry. Like Ric O’Barry, Jackie and the team of
Operation Sunshine do not support dolphins being kept in captivity and therefore will not participate in
programmes where dolphins are kept in such a way.
For more on how Operation Sunshine is changing lives through the power of
dolphins visit: http://www.operationsunshine.org/

Journeys Of Discovery
Mind, Body, Spirit Travel Adventures
www.ajourneyofdiscovery.com

Updates on tours
I have 1 space open for a roommate
Last Call Ireland Sacred Stones and Crop Circles
June 25th....
to share with another woman on the Ireland tour
June 25 - July 6, 2011 Tour discounted $250.00
Please call me now about this final space if you'd like to go!
I have 1 space open for a roommate
England tour with Finbarr Ross July 10 - 17, 2011
Tour discounted $250.00
Call me now if you would like to go and share a room!
Already half full...
"11-11-11" Palenque Sacred Mayan Temples Tour
I will limit the size of this group to keep it very personal.
Don't miss this chance to be at Mystical Palenque on "11-11-11"
Register now and reserve your space!
Blessings and Safe Travels,
Gayle Lawrence - Journeys of Discovery
Call Gayle: 727-785-5563
Email Gayle: info@ajourneyofdiscovery.com
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Dolphin Encountours
http://www.dolphin-encountours.co.za

We look forward to sharing the magic of our dolfriends with you!
For the Love of Dolphins
Angie Gullan

The Cove and Rekindling the Waters
Please have a look at my latest blog about showing the Cove in
Cornwall England!
http://www.rekindlingthewaters.com/
~Leah Lemieux
Also see my book REKINDLING THE WATERS: The Truth About
Swimming With Dolphins
For more info visit: www.RekindlingTheWaters.com
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Dilo and the Isle of the Gods
Serialisation
Chapter 20
(Continued from the April 2011 Magazine)

20. Dilo to the rescue
AFTER
HIS
JUMP
DILO
STAYED
SWIMMING AROUND THE BOAT.

He could feel the panic of those onboard.
Most important of all he saw the fishermen
heave Tina into the sea. She was not moving.
Tina was sinking slowly.
Without thinking he dived beneath her and
pushed with all his strength. The great bulk
of the turtle moved slowly upwards. Dilo
knew she had to breathe. He pushed Tina’s
head above the water. One of the turtle’s legs
twitched. He heard her take a gasping breath.
Dilo and Tina drifted away from the boat.
Dilo stayed with the turtle making sure her
head stayed in the air.
The dolphin’s spirit gave Tina the will to
live. Gradually she gained enough strength to
keep her head upright and

clear of the water. The thunder inside the
mountain came out through the undersea rocks.

Page 95

The vibrations passed through the water and
into Dilo’s body. He felt as if the gods were
talking to him.
Darkness came. Dilo swam slowly around Tina.
The fishermen continued to bail their boat. In
the dark they struggled to get the engine going.
At last it chugged into life. Dilo heard the boat
moving slowly away.
The eruption of the volcano was spectacular.
Lumps of red hot molten rock flew into the
black night sky. A river of glowing orange lava
flowed down the mountainside.
Page 96
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“No thanks, I’d rather stay with you.”

Where it hit the water the sea hissed. Plumes of
steam rose into the air.

“I’m glad about that. I like having you as a
buddy to share my adventures.”

As the noise of the boat became quieter the
volcano became quieter too. The lava stopped
flowing. The deep rumble became less and less.
Eventually it stopped altogether. Then all was
quiet.

Rema felt happy when she heard this.
The dolphin watched the turtle paddle sedately
away. Would he ever meet her again he
wondered,

The gods were at peace.

“Are we leaving the island too?” enquired Rema
when Tina finally disappeared.

Dilo stayed with Tina as she slowly overcame
her ordeal. The turtle’s instinct to swim away
from the island returned.

“No, not yet. There are some things I want to
see before we leave the Isle of the Gods.”
replied Dilo mysteriously.

“Thank you for saving my life,” she rasped.
“Thank you for telling me about the Isle of the
Gods,” said Dilo. “I found what I came for. I’ve
certainly had many adventures here.”

So with Rema still clinging to him Dilo headed
back towards the island.
First he swam to the place where the red hot
lava had flowed down into the sea. Already
there were signs of life along the water’s edge.
Above the water red crabs scampered across the
sharp black rocks.

“Well I didn’t come here for adventures,”
grunted Tina. “I came here to lay my eggs. You
can keep your adventures,” she continued
testily. “I prefer a peaceful life. I know a nice
quiet reef far away. I shall go there and rest for
a while.”

Underwater, parrotfish weaved their way
between the jagged lumps of solidified lava.
How long will it be before the lava teems with
life like other parts of the island Dilo wondered?

Dilo sensed it was time for Tina to leave. She
would never see her babies.
“I’m off,” said Tina when she had fully
recovered.

As Dilo swam away from the lava flow he also
wondered how long it would be before he saw
what Tina had told him was one of the greatest
spectacles of the Isle of the Gods. She called it
“The Dance of the Manta Rays.”

“Do you want to go with Tina?” Dilo asked
Rema.
Page 97

Dilo wanted it to be a surprise for his remora
passenger.
Page 98

The next chapter will be in the June
2011 issue of DOLPHIN
The full version of Dilo and the Isle of the
Gods, ISBN: 0-9541721-3-2 can be purchased
through the IDW Shop:
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html

Page

Page
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Most of IDW’s activities are conducted by dedicated volunteers. Nonetheless money is still
needed to cover administration, running expenses and educational projects. Please help IDW
continue by making a donation. You can do this by logging in to the Donation section of the
DOLPHIN SHOP:
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html

or by sending your donation, payable to IDW, by post to: International Dolphin Watch, 10
Melton Road, N.Ferriby, HU14 3ET, UK.
THANK YOU
IDW was founded in 1978 as a non profit organisation for the observation, conservation and study of dolphins - especially
their relationship with humans.
Our aims and values have always been to make sure the seas and rivers are clean, healthy and productive for the benefit of
both humans and dolphins; To respect the rights of dolphins to a free life in their natural environment; To recognise that
since earliest times, dolphins have had an affinity with humans and allow this to evolve.
IDW has contributed to saving lives of countless dolphins and enabled thousands to achieve their dreams of meeting
dolphins, free in the open sea.

OUR SLOGAN FOR 2011 IS EDUCATION, INSPIRATION, ACTION
AND ACHIEVEMENT.
WE ARE CREATING A GLOBAL NETWORK OF DOLPHIN LOVERS THAT CARE
ABOUT OTHERS AND THE EARTH WE SHARE.
Friends of International Dolphin Watch receive news and exchange information on a
host of topics via this monthly online magazine. If you would like to be added to the
International Dolphin Watch database and receive notification when the online
Magazine goes live, please Email idw@talk21.com
Email your news and comments to me at jackieconnell@btinternet.com
Please spread the word and share this Magazine with friends and colleagues.

Jackie Connell
EDITOR
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