International Dolphin Watch (IDW)
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation
dedicated to helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace
Dobbs in 1978.
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EDUCATION

The IDEAL Road
Part 3
Melanie Parker continues the story of how Horace
Dobbs pioneered a radical new approach to education that
was eventually given the name IDEAL

IDEAL (Integrated Dolphin Education And Learning)
IDEAL is the application of scientific logic to education based on our
understanding of the unique bond between humans and dolphins that
makes encounters, both real and virtual, with these delightful, intelligent
mammals, imprint themselves in our memories.
In Part 2 of The IDEAL Road I revealed how Horace Dobbs took a team of year 10 students at Hessle High
School from a draft manuscript of Dilo and the Treasure Hunters to a successful launch of the new book in
the school hall. Then, just when the fifteen and sixteen year old would-be authors thought their job was done
he told them that they now faced the most difficult task of all: “Selling the books they had produced!”
When they had recovered from the shock of this surprise announcement several of the team suggested that
schools would be a good place to start to sell the books. To put this idea into
practice a small group worked alongside teachers in a local primary school using
Dilo and the Treasure Hunters in English lessons.
They reported back to Horace that the pupils related well to all the characters in
the book and read the new Dilo story enthusiastically. And then they made a
comment that grabbed Horace‟s attention:
“The kids who found reading difficult and were sometimes disruptive in class
changed their attitude.
They were captivated when Dilo‟s antics were read out to them and wanted to
hear more.”
Being a research scientist Dr Dobbs is always Taking Dilo and the
alert for clues that might lead to new discoveries. Treasure Hunters for
Earlier in his career Horace spent nine years in reading lessons in
neuroscience researching psychotropic drugs – schools led Horace to
many of which were based on derivatives of the next step along
natural products such as the opium poppy. He the IDEAL road.
has always maintained that nature has the cures
for many of our ills. But first we have to find them. One of the examples he is fond of quoting is Penicillin
derived from the bacterium penicillium that grows on mouldy bread and cheese. And which, since it was
researched and harnessed, has saved countless lives.

“Nature has the cures
for many of our ills.
But first we have to
find them”
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By the year 2000 Horace had opened up and explored new mind altering experiences not induced by drugs
but by what have been described as spiritual experiences. Dr Dobbs‟ research into this so called dolphin
effect was triggered in 1986 when he observed how Bill Bowell, a chronic depressive, reacted when he
swam with a friendly wild dolphin off the coast of Wales.
“I have lived in the black hole of depression for twelve years,” he told Horace.
“I‟ve just seen a chink of light. Perhaps I can climb out of it.”
This led Horace to set up a clinical trial, Operation Sunflower, to explore the
possibility that interacting with wild dolphins in the sea could have a beneficial
effect on those diagnosed with clinical depression – a problem for which the
medical profession had no easy solution.
The film of his investigations, The Dolphin’s Touch,
demonstrated that the three patients who took part in
his study clearly benefited from their experiences.
*Available from the IDW Shop:
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html
Subsequent observations, especially in Japan, showed that the dolphin effect was
not limited exclusively to swimming with live dolphins. It could be captured
with images on video film, still photographs and music. His understanding of
how the dolphin spirit could influence the human mind was further advanced by
his studies of the role of the dreamtime in Australian Aborigine culture.

Horace’s studies of the Australian Aborigines
helped him understand how stories and music
can change our lives

This in turn led Horace to undertake an extensive evaluation of the effects that listening to a Dolphin
Dreamtime recording had on those with problems such as depression.
At the conclusion of a seminar organised by the Medical Research Council in Cambridge, at which he
presented his findings, Dr Dobbs was encouraged to continue his research. One of his discoveries, reported
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at the meeting and later published in his book Dolphin Healing, is that the benefits of listening to the
Dolphin Dreamtime CD goes beyond depression. Indeed, listening to the Dolphin Dreamtime CD in a
relaxing environment, without intrusions such as telephones, is now helping countless people with emotional
and stress related problems, including insomnia.
And so it was that on hearing how kids were responding to the Dilo stories Horace wondered if the dolphin
effect could be introduced into education - especially for the benefit of those who found reading difficult. So
once again Dr Dobbs went back to his research roots. And yes, you‟ve guessed! He set up a new trial – the
Dolphin Education Research Project (DERP).
Horace published details of this research in a special edition of the IDW Newsletter of June 2002 entitled
LEARNING WITH DOLPHINS – A breakthrough in education. This report and its ramifications, which
laid the foundations for IDEAL, will be reprinted in the next issue of DOLPHIN magazine.

The key to Dolphin Conservation is Education and Research

EDUCATION
starts with
READING
Inspired by a recent BBC TV evening devoted entirely
to giving books away
International Dolphin Watch is now working on a new campaign
to compliment the
IDEAL Ladder to Achievement

To get the latest updates on
FREE BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS
Email Kris
mailto://idw@talk21.com
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Report from Delfino – Our IDEAL Activities
in Czech Republic
31st March 2011, the christening of the book Dilo makes Friends by
Horace Dobbs and published in Czech, is held at the library in
Varnsdorf

The main program was prepared by children
from the primary school Bratislavská in
Varnsdorf. Most of the audience were parents
who were very impressed.
Throughout the show the book laid in the
wooden cradle, where it waited for its big
moment.
When the moment came, translator of the book, Valpurga
Hozáková (Founder of Delfíno), read part of the book to the
audience. The Cradle holding the book then went to the
Godmother of the book, Martina Kozáková, and three Fates
(the primary school Bratislavská, Varnsdorf).

The Christened Book was handed to Mrs. Těšitelová
for the library in Varnsdorf.
The entire evening was filled with friendship, love, joy
and playfulness of the dolphins.
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Dilo Cocoon in Kindergarten You & Me in
Prag
You & Me is an educational center for children and adults. Children
are learning from an early age the English language.
Teachers use the Montessori Method, in a playful way to develop the
child's natural potential.
Mrs. Zuzana Humplová (the owner of You & Me) bought the Dilo
silk Cocoon from Delfino for the children to be used for relaxing,
reading books about Dilo and undersea world and many other
amazing experiences.
To help with the IDEAL research feedback will be provided from this
center.

Valpurga (Founder of Delfino) with Zuzana Humplová,
Jitka Hausnerová, Dana Hegerová
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Children's Book Fair in Liberec, 7th – 9th April 2011
Dilo went to the Children's Book Fair in
Liberec that was attended by 6,000
children from primary schools, children´s
houses and institutions for the
handicapped. Many of course with their
parents or grandparents.
Free workshops for children were held
where they made a bookmark on the Dilo
book, or painted mandalas.

Delfíno also prepared five interactive performances for
children that were very successful.
Reading the book Dilo and the Call of the Deep was
accompanied by colored pictures of the book, photographs
of the real underwater world and dolphins, as well as music
by Mr. Rene Král.
The program also included a short excerpt of a documentary
film where children learn about a ravenous feast.
The performance included two girls, from a high school in Liberec, that made a Czech-English reading book
based on the first Dilo book – Dilo and the Call of the Deep.
An interview with Valpurga was published in a newspaper article „Among Children, Their Books and Clever
Dolphins - Dolphins as a medicine‟
http://liberecky.denik.cz/kultura_region/mezi-detmi-jejich-knihami-a-chytrymi-delfiny.html
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Dilo Makes Friends arrives in the Czech Republic
A letter of appreciation from the author Horace Dobbs to the Delfino team
who organised publication of his book in Czech
Dear Valpurga, Dana and helpers
The package of six complimentary copies of the Czech edition of Dilo
Makes Friends arrived at my home on 18th March.
I am thrilled. You have done a splendid job. The hardback covers give
the books a quality feel.
Each picture tells its own story. The use of a blue colour for Rico's
illustrations makes them jump out of the page. And this makes the
book a joy to look through for those like me who can't read a word of
Czech.
For me just holding a copy of Dilo makes Friends in English creates
the feeling of the joy that I hope Dilo brings into the lives of all of the
children who read the book. But your edition does something more. It
also carries with it the love you give to the children you work with including those with special needs. It's the same love that children of
all nationalities feel when they go into your Dilo Cocoons and shines
out of the photographs of you with the kids in the February/March
issue of DOLPHIN.
Dilo has found a wonderful home in the Czech Republic. And I am
sure Dilo, my mischievous make-believe dolphin, will make more
friends when he finds his way into even more schools in your country.
My good friend and diving buddy Rico, who has illustrated all six of
my Dilo books, is a highly accomplished artist. We are looking
forward to exhibiting some of his works of art and showing dolphin
films as part of our joint Dilo Dolphin Road Show when we visit the
Czech Republic early in June.
In the meantime I send my sincerest thanks and best wishes to all of
your team who worked on the Czech edition of Dilo Makes Friends.

Note from the Editor:
The final programme for the Dilo Dolphin Road
Horace
signatureon 1st June, is still underway.
Show,
commencing
For information contact:
Keith Dobbs T: 01652 637477
M: 07711 784207
Email: keithdobbs@btinternet.com
Dana Hegerova

M: 731 690 274

Email: Dana.Hegerova@seznam.cz
www.delfino.cz
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International Conference
Horace Dobbs will be giving a presentation at this Conference. He will draw
upon his huge amount of knowledge and experiences to give a presentation
tailor made for the International Audience entitled:

"Walking with Dolphins - Dolphins and their Positive
Effect on Human Wellbeing".
For further information visit http://www.consciouscommunity.co.uk/10.html

YOU are invited to attend and participate

'Consciousness Conference'
...for an evolving community.
on 19th/20th November 2011
at
Trinity Park Conference Centre, Trinity Park. Ipswich. Suffolk, England.
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PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH

JAN PLOEG
A captivating story of an extraordinary
friendship

Out of the blue
(Taken from Sunday Independent, 13th March 2011)
Swimming with Dingle Bay's most famous resident, says Joy
Orpen, helped activist Jan Ploeg to surface from deep depression
Jan Ploeg, aged 62, is mostly a happy man. Like most people he has his moments of doubt and his down
days. But now he knows these dips in his life will pass. This is in stark contrast to the unbearable pain of
manic depression (MD) he endured for several decades when there seemed to be no light at the end of his
particular tunnel. Then one day he was given a different drug and mercifully his world began to change.
As a boy, Jan had no inkling of what lay ahead. He had a happy childhood growing up in Holland and he
was particularly close to his dad. "My father was my best friend," he says. But when Jan failed his exams in
high school his papa pushed him away. And even though Jan went on to study sociology and anthropology
and to become a sculptor, his father Jan says never took him seriously again.
It's an experience that still causes this gently spoken, creative dolphin activist a good deal of pain. Jan did
move on and by the age of 21 was happily married.
However, just three years later his world collapsed. "I woke up one morning and everything was dead and
grey," he says. "Suddenly everything seemed futile." This was followed by a period of feeling high.
Then one day Jan had a eureka moment when he read a description of MD and realised that the symptoms
matched his own. But the recognition didn't stop him drifting into deeper waters when he began wandering
around his home town. He tried to record sounds in a fishbowl with his flute. He saw cars parked on the
street and thought his in-laws were hidden in the cars' boots. "Then a police vehicle came by and they
invited me into the car and I obliged. They delivered me to the psychiatric hospital," Jan recalls.
His six-month stay there holds very bad memories. "I was climbing up the walls. If ever there was a time I
was suicidal, that was it. I told the psychiatrist what I had discovered (about MD) but he said no, MD was
much worse. I asked myself -- how could it get worse than this?"
Yet most of Jan's symptoms were typical of MD. Sandra Hogan, a spokesman for Aware, which helps
people cope with the various forms of depression, says MD, or bipolar disorder as it more commonly
known, "involves both low periods of depression and their opposite, high periods which are known as
elations or manic periods."
However, much can be done with the appropriate medication and indeed some time later, Jan was relatively
stable and free of psychosis. But the ups and downs continued with a certain "fearful symmetry".
"The episodes lasted six months up, then six months down," Jan says. He recalls a typical mood-swing day:
"I walked along the dyke of the canal. I had been depressed for half a year. Then I saw the vivid yellow of a
dandelion and I saw ducks flying on to the water and it all came alive again”.
"I went to see a friend who played a David Bowie number called Rock 'n' Roll Suicide and it had the words,
you're not alone. I remember the intensity of the singing and having energy and plans after a period of
having no hope and no future," Jan says.
So Jan continued on through the years working as a sculptor and pursuing his love of anthropology -"people watching", dolphins and whales.
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In the interim he and his wife had a daughter but when their daughter was just 10 the 18-year marriage
ended. And though Jan saw her often, the separation from his much-loved daughter was particularly painful.
However, in 1990 he was invited to visit Tenerife where he met Horace Dobbs, Founder of International
Dolphin Watch. Horace told Jan about the "healing powers" of dolphins. So shortly afterwards Jan swam
with Fungi, Dingle's most famous marine resident.
"That was really great. I saw this gigantic being so close and he was not attacking me or being afraid," Jan
recalls. "It was such a milestone in my life. It wasn't just swimming with the dolphin that was beautiful, but
the people around there were beautiful too."
And so Jan continued to visit Ireland each year until gradually he found himself settling there. However, in
2006 he had another breakdown while visiting the Netherlands.
A kind friend living in Ireland brought him back from Holland. Shortly after, while attending a clinic, Jan
was prescribed a new medication and after four months he realised he was inhabiting "quieter waters".
That came as a wonderful dawning. "It was so surprising" he says "like having been in rough seas for 34
years and then getting control of my life. I owe it to the courage of the doctors to experiment, they got me
straight. I had lost the belief I would get better. Now life has become a celebration every day."
Currently Jan devotes his life to Dusty, a playful, solitary,
dolphin who relocated from White Strand in Miltown
Malbay in 2009, and who now glides gracefully through
the waters of Fanore in Co Clare. He swims with her on a
regular basis and takes photographs of her and the everchanging rocky landscape of the Burren.
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In DOLPHIN June 1991, Horace Dobbs reported on his time with Jan Ploeg and the Pilot Whales in Tenerife.

Sculptures by Jan Ploeg

THE HUMAN /DOLPHIN BOND
By Jan Ploeg
Although there is plenty of reason for concern about the wellbeing of dolphins and whales, I am dedicated to
write about the beauty they bring us. I am aware of the naiveness of this approach, but to me this is a
'translation' of the dolphin way of thinking. Unworldly as it may seem I think there is far more good than
evil in the world and addressing the good in people is much more inspiring than exposing the evil ways in
which some people treat cetaceans. I understand awareness of injustice done can have a powerful and
healing effect, but also, that it can shy people away from caring. An example of the latter I find in the
horrible photographs of the nowadays senseless slaughter of pilot whales on the Faroe Islands that have been
circulating for years on the internet. An approach I think far more balanced I find in 'The Cove'.
The way that I swim with monofin, waterwing and sometimes a dorsal fin illustrates my identification with
the physical aspects of Dusty. With tongue in cheek I have noticed other similarities with dolphin existence.
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Like her I lead a solitary life, that is very independent from other
people, yet I'm very happy being around them and try to inspire them
to come over. Still I like to have some control about their presence and
my somewhat isolated location, but with easy internet access, create a
nice balance. This closely compares to Dusty's option to retire to the
open ocean and her curiosity to initiate contact.
Though beauty and elegance are very much hallmarks of dolphin, to
me the major challenge lies in observing her behaviour and not seldom
offer explanatory theories about it. Sometimes these reach an allure
of phantasy, though I do care not to stray from logic. I realise I can
take liberties that would at least be questionable in scientific
approach, yet might inspire closer consideration. In this I deviate
from the point of view MARMAM takes, that solitary dolphins are
not representative of the species. In my view they offer a portal to
gain insight into a rich array of specific expertise that otherwise
would be inaccessible.
An amusing aspect of dolphin consciousness is their sense of humour. My favourite example I quote here
from Dolphin Address, edition 36, 2008, 'Red-Handed':
A few times I threw the plank away as far as possible and each time she brought it right back, perfectly
balancing it on her melon. Then I took the plank and put it on my forehead. Now Dusty was on my right side,
so I put the plank on my forehead, but held on to it with my left hand and acted as if I was pushing it only
with my forehead, like she did. I saw her make a narrow dive and look up with a big eye to where I held the
plank. And in that eye I saw she understood that I tried to fool her. The next moment she blew a very big air
bubble from her blowhole, straight into my face.
Also her way of solving problems defies human intelligence with specific expertise. Like many years ago
when I offered her my waterwing. She pushed it with her melon, but a wave washed it over her head. The
next time she turned belly-up, caught it in the nick of her melon, so her snout prevented it from washing
over. To see such intelligence performed is experiencing dolphin enlightenment.
Then there are physical enigma's to be pondered. I had noticed that Dusty sometimes rose or sunk without
moving a fin. I reasoned that as she cannot change her weight she must change her volume and this was
confirmed by Emanuel Hartmann, veterinarian in the Duisburg Zoo. Only then I understood Horace Dobb's
much earlier remark that dolphins have an inbuilt stabjack. To increase their buoyancy they expand their
body, displacing more water.
I can go on about the fascinating facts and daring ventures into the dolphin mind and that is what I try to do
in dolphin style on my website. With a curiosity, lust for life and diversity of attention akin to dolphin. This
approach you may recognise in that of Horace Dobbs who has truly masterminded my vision. It was his
presentation of 'The dolphins touch' that night in 1990 in Tenerife that not only released a bucket full of my
tears, but made me realise two paths in my life had come together: my manic-depressive disorder since 1973
and the fascination with cetaceans as a sculptor, which I can trace back in rudimentary form to the flukeshape in the early eighties until in 1986 when it spawned my first whale, suggested by a diving fluke in
elmwood.
I am always careful to warn that jumping into the water with a dolphin does not automatically heal you from
emotional affliction. But I have hardly the right to lecture anyone about this as dolphin has become synonym
to my existence.
Note from the Editor:
For more news, photos and beautiful whale sculptures by Jan Ploeg visit his Dolphin Address web site:
http://www.janploeg.nl/ .
For a video of Jan wearing monofin and dorsal fin visit: http://www.janploeg.nl/video.php
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RESEARCH
Whale Strandings and working with Sound
By Birgit Baader
Whales are communicating via sound and vibration. And: many people who work with dolphins and whales
in captivity train them by visualizing things/tricks. If we consider this, it would be worthwhile (and logical)
to lead them out into deeper waters with sound.
I would like to find out more about how to support whales more efficiently – and how to exchange
information with them.
For further information on my work please visit my web site:
http://www.birgitbaader.com/

These are the questions I sent around to “dolphin and whale people” and to
Friends of International Dolphin Watch around the world:
1) Has anybody else already tried to guide stranded whales with sound? Is there any research
material/documentation? There are two options I can think of: we could guide them with their own sounds
(maybe not easy because not all cetaceans share the same “language”) or sing them out into open waters
with mantras/prayer songs/etc.
2) Has anybody tried to work with animal communicators/shamans/psychic people/telepathic
communicators in the field of strandings? Marine biologists/rangers/researchers/etc. could work closely
together with people who can telepathically communicate with the whales.
3) I counted a lot of females and subadults/calves in recent strandings. Is this a trend/generally the case?
Maybe because females and young ones are always affected first when living conditions are not optimal?
4) I “asked” an old female why they seemed so disoriented after refloating them and she sent me a picture
that their sonar is not working properly after many hours on dry land (kind of dehydration), and that it takes
a while in deeper water to re-adjust. I am not a marine biologist/scientist: Is there any known evidence that
would confirm this? Is this possible?
5) I think that there is a “simple message” behind strandings: no matter what the reasons are in particular:
the cetaceans are stressed and tell us that something is out of balance. This can be caused by different
reasons: in old days it could have been whale hunting and food shortage, nowadays there are many causes
like noise pollution, toxins, food shortage, climate change/water temperatures, etc. In New Zealand, almost
every shallow, calm bay is overrun by boat traffic (tourism and private and commercial fishery et al) so
there is nowhere to rest and feed, especially for females and young ones. As far as I know it is widely
documented that whales/dolphins avoid boats, especially females with young ones, and that their breathing
rate is considerably higher when boats are around. This means higher “energy costs” = higher need for food
and rest because of stress.
If this is right there is an increased stress level within whales, especially females and young ones, due to
boat traffic. Could a solution be to ban boat traffic in certain areas? Would that work?

And on the following pages are the edited answers I have received so far.
Andrew Parker (Australia) http://www.dolphinswimaustralia.com.au/
Can and do whales and dolphins speak and communicate with three dimensional holographic pictures. Yes I
believe they do. Can they speak/communicate telepathically? Yes I believe they do.
Will authorities like National Parks and wildlife, CALM, ORRCA etc. recognise any approach other than
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one scientifically proven? Not in my experience to date. Will they relinquish control to others coming from a
metaphysical space? NO
If you can communicate with cetaceans and have the gift of being in the right place at the right time, I would
encourage you to use whatever talent you possess to assist either transition or survival.
Connecting with such animals to provide any measure of reassurance will surely help a situation.

Wade Doak (New Zealand) http://www.wadedoak.com/index.html
I doubt there is any way of evaluating the capacities of people who claim psychic or shamanistic powers. In
our travels in stone-age village I looked into this. In small, tightly related societies, the genuineness of such
a claimant is soon made quite obvious; they are accepted or rejected. Not so in our broader society.
I have been working with sound and cetaceans for many years. I think we should talk and croon to them
when stranded or caught in nets etc. just as a vet would when treating a cow. Because cetaceans resemble
fish, we treat them less appropriately than other mammals and even birds. But changing attitudes, so deeply
embedded, will be very slow. I think it IS happening though. (I have good reason, based on years of
observation and filming, to believe we seriously underestimate fishes too...)
On a broader basis, I have a book at press in the US which deals with many aspects of your email. To
answer you I would almost need to re-rewrite it.
WHALE RESCUE: WHY THEY CAN GET LOST IN SHALLOWS
By WADE DOAK
In the aftermath of major whale rescues the question is often asked: “Why do whales get stranded?” There
are so many theories around; some of them are lacking in substance; none cover all situations. I often say:
“Give me one reason why ships get wrecked and I will give you a single reason for cetacean strandings. I
am sure that no single reason fits all cases, but as a diver rescuing a dolphin and later, a whale, I have
learnt that it is wrong for us to assume they know which way to go when in shallow water.
I recall the Sunday morning in August 1981 we got a message from Ngunguru: “There’s a whale stranded
in Whangaumu Bay.” When Jan and I arrived things were well in hand: a large bunch of locals had built a
moat around the handsome blue ocean creature, about twelve feet long. A bucket brigade was sluicing its
glassy smooth back with water. Before long it was afloat in its own mini lagoon. Jan, as a nurse, noted its
distress symptoms gradually subsided. One young man never stopped his incessant bucketing. “Been in
trouble. He’s working it off,” I was told. When the tide returned the minke whale was released from its lake
and vanished out in the late afternoon estuary.
But next day we were recalled. “It’s back- but over on the sandspit.” Now it was a Monday. Not a soul
around. The Spit is inaccessible to cars. Thankfully we had taken our boat down. Five of us, with supreme
effort, managed to drag the whale on sacks to the receding tide. Over night out in the estuary it had been
injured around the head on sharp oyster-covered rocks towards the entrance. I decided to try to steer it
out to sea. Draped over its back I held its dorsal and pectoral fins. When it dived I had to dive. It always
surfaced just as my lungs were about to quit. I found I could steer it perfectly past all the reefs. It seemed
to accept me.
Eventually I realized the small whale did not have a clue how to navigate in the shallows. I had to rely on
my topside knowledge of landmarks to keep to the channel. So this seems to be why some cetaceans have
trouble in shallow water and end up stranded… The bionic echo sounder does not appear to have fine
enough tuning to work in the shallows and visibility is too limited to determine visually which way leads to
deeper water. Add a falling tide to complicate matters…
With me steering it that whale made it to open ocean. I was utterly exhausted. My son had to haul me
aboard our following inflatable. I could not have swum ashore.
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Randall Eaton (USA) http://www.dolphinandwhale.org/
I am convinced that the critical thing to accomplish now is infusing cetacean intelligence and intentions into
the "cultural" conversation, and I also am convinced that may be done best by demonstrating communication
with them. I suspect that their primary mode of communication is telepathy, and that sound is secondary in
importance, which may be why scientific approaches to interspecies communication with them have not
fully succeeded. I think they figure out what we ask of them and do it, but we are not "conversing" with
them in ways that reveal how they communicate and which are acceptable to our scientific culture. So can
we use telepathy as you and others including myself have in such a way as to convincingly demonstrate it to
our culture? Sheldrake has broken important ground in this regard as you know and his work offers models
for how to proceed, and the most direct path is to do with captive dolphins and their trainers what he has
done with dogs and their owners. Though it should be possible to do telepathic experiments with wild
cetaceans also. Toward this end we are planning a cetacean interspecies communication center in Mexico
south of Puerto Vallarta at Careyes.
What if humans would start to treat whales as sentient
beings and communicate with them instead of assuming what is good for
them and imposing it on them?
Please see article on Captive Orca Issue.
Visit www.dolphinandwhale.org
Your interests completely overlap ours regarding an interspecies communication center. For years I have
envisioned a World University of the Sea in which the faculty are cetaceans, humans the students.

Four Arrows (USA) http://store.innertraditions.com/isbn/0-89281-669-4
Most indigenous cultures did and many still do believe that the other-than-human entities on this planet are
essentially "teachers" or guides for us humans. Although the channels for learning from animals are complex
and include observation/interpretation; dreamtime messages; use of songs/sounds/rhythms; plant-based
hallucinogenics; story-telling based on histories of animal-human relationships, etc., various forms of what
western science might call "telepathy" were/are commonplace. Interestingly, trance-state consciousness
seems to play a role in enhancing the potential for such communication, whether on the part of the human or
the animal. In my own work with horses over the years, I found it much easier to bring a "wild" BLM
mustang into relationship with me, allowing me to saddle and ride it within hours, than with spoiled
domestic horses owners would ask me to "train." To make a long story short (it can be read about in my
book, Primal Awareness: A True Story…,) but essentially I hypothesized that the wild horses "listened" to
my thoughts because the fear of new captivity and strange two-legged creatures put them into a state of
receptivity that allowed it to work. Eventually, the fear-based aspect became unnecessary. I did many
exhibitions around the U.S. and on television where I rode the horse bareback with no headstall, turning,
stopping, backing, etc., without leg or hand cues. At least, without conscious use of them (I might have
been using ideomotor neurons in my thighs unintentionally). Although critics said I was using leg cues, I
only know I was "thinking" the horse to move one way or the other. I also had children who had never been
on a horse learn to do this in just a few minutes. I've had wild horses in BLM stock pens just caught stop and
walk over to me. So, can we do this with whales and dolphins? Jim's report on Frank Robson offers the
possibility of an affirmative on that as do dozens of anecdotal stories from around the world.
In the 8th edition of "Care and Transportation of the Sick and Injured" authored by the American Academy
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, there is a sentence that reads, "Care must be taken at the scene of an emergency"
with language, including body language, for concern over patient outcomes. In my Prentice-Hall
text, Patient Communication for First Responders (now out of print because it was ahead of its time), I show
how during times of stress all creatures become hypersuggestible and hyper in tune with the signals from
perceived authority figures. Maybe during these stressful times, we and the cetaceans are all stressed enough
to make the effort and since the whales and dolphins are our teachers, I think it is time for us to see what we
can learn!
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Jim Nollman (Canada) http://www.interspecies.com/
Years ago I worked with New Zealander Frank Robson on a stranding project off of Napier NZ. Frank had
developed quite a global reputation for training dolphins at an oceanarium without using either food rewards
or vocal commands. He said he did it entirely with his mind. People complained to him either about being
too vague or too new age, but there was documentary film proof of him doing it, so they let him keep doing
it. He became as a big an audience attractor of that oceanarium as the dolphins were.
Frank also became THE authority about strandings, mostly because so many strandings occurred near where
he lived. The incidents included many species not observed anywhere else in the world, including at least 6
beaked whale species. Frank became controversial, mostly while working with cachalot strandings. As you
know, once these animals are on a beach, their immense size makes it very difficult to move them. Frank
observed that once an animal stranded, its calls attracted others to strand. He found that if he killed the
beached animals, the rest of them offshore would immediately turn about and swim away.
Music? Words? Telepathy? I don‟t know. A friend recently wrote me about a stranding. Apparently, a very
diligent group of people spent 24 hours continually dragging pseudorcas off the same beach and into deeper
water. And after 24 hours the humans finally gave up, because the pseudorcas just kept on coming ashore.
It seems pertinent to add, (although very unpopular), that sometimes human beings meddle mostly to satisfy
their own needs. We Westerners, especially, are fearful of death. When pseudorcas keep turning about to
strand over and over again, maybe they know what they are doing. And we need to honor that, even though
we don‟t understand it, and it seems “bad” to us. I once watched 2 species of dolphins getting rounded up
during a drive fishery at Iki Island Japan. Once in a shallow coved, the pseudorcas immediately came
together to conduct a kind of head-to-head group ceremony. They seemed quite self-contained when they
broke from their circle to strand in one motion. However, Bottlenose dolphins that had been rounded up
during the same event, refused to strand. They became so agitated in shallow water that many of them died
ploughing headlong into a fishing net that kept them captive in the little cove. That event made me wonder
if the two species had entirely different attitudes towards their own mortality. And we humans have a third
attitude.
I wrote a chapter about this difficult issue in one of my books, THE CHARGED BORDER: Where whales
and humans meet.
I don‟t have the answers. I also doubt anyone who acts very sure about offering a one-size-fits-all
explanation. I can only tell you what I have observed myself, and what a few others with much experience
with strandings have told me. Hope this helps.

Toni Frohoff (USA)
http://www.terramarresearch.org/about_us/about_toni_frohoff.html
Thank you for your thoughtful and insightful email. I am in the field now and not able to answer all
questions. But to question #1 - yes, to some degree ... #2 - Check out the book(s) by Frank Robson ... #4 that would make sense and #5 - strandings have occurred before so much boat traffic, way back since (and
I'm sure before) recorded history. Underwater sound is certainly related to some of these incidents, as are
other aspects of negative human impact.

Roberta Goodman (Hawaii) http://www.wilddolphinswimshawaii.com/
I have only been involved in one stranding, in Key West, and those of us called at 1am floated the whales in
shallow water all night. We each did what we thought was appropriate, being with the whales while they
were dying, soothing, sending love & appreciation. In the morning, about 8:30, the 'experts' arrived.
Immediately a woman came over and demanded breathing and heart rates, taking the whale from my arms to
prod it. They were lifted by cranes onto trucks, drove miles, and put into pens. None survived. You have
seen much more of this than I have. Here, the public is not even allowed to assist a whale or dolphins
without credentials to do so. We don‟t have so many in Hawaii either. No mass strandings.
I would love to have your answers! Friends from Vancouver Island were just talking yesterday about a
native who led a lost whale through sound back to the open.... i will ask again about the story.
Of course your plan and methods sound much better! and presenting the case for sentience and in fact
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personhood is a way to gain the viewpoint of respect necessary to implement more humanitarian methods
that have a chance of working. Sound is definitely a viable direction! Recordings of healthy pilot whales
passing an area safely and calmly may be good.
Visualization works! We know that! How can the right circumstances for using it be created? Usually there
is a chaotic atmosphere of desperation.... and the scientists wanting their data and control. Perhaps your
group could be given control of the situation in one fragment of a whale stranding to experiment with....
without the influence of the 'experts' shouting orders.
Yes, it makes sense that dehydration would make sound production more difficult, as if your lips and tongue
were dried out, and although they don‟t have sweat glands, I imagine there is evaporation thru the skin while
lying out of the water. Their water manufacture is mainly through metabolism of fish/squid, so it's also
perhaps linked to a lack of eating which may occur before the stranding.
Let me take a little time to explore your questions.... I certainly don‟t feel the expert here! But I can give
statements of cetacean abilities and tendencies.

Pam Smart (UK)
This is such a disturbing phenomenon and has to touch everyone who witnesses the struggle. It would be
great to stop it happening and I personally suspect that their normal communication is being interfered with
by sonar or something like sonar from human technologies used on ships etc. I can't see how, at this point,
human activity can be stopped, but wish it would at least look seriously at the subject. I wish we were
experts and wish we could do something but can't see how, other than researching the interconnections we
share with animals.

Mark Simmonds (UK)
We have very little experience with mass strandings in the UK – what we tend to see in Europe is mainly
older and sick animals coming ashore.
I totally agree that the mass strandings of sentiment animals present particular problems and as we are
learning more of their societies there is some thought going into this.
I will be frank on the telepathy question: I don‟t think the series scientists and vets involved in giving advice
to rescue networks would give this idea the „time of day‟.
To me understanding why pilot whales and other highly social species strand together is key in how they are
responded to. Clearly for them the social unit is all important – they are perhaps a collective intelligence –
and they act as if their best form of defence in adversity is to stay together. This clearly works in the open
seas and has done throughout their evolution.
And yes there are many things that we are doing in the seas that are likely to be making the situation worse
for them and in some cases we are making them strand but there are also natural strandings.
People are thinking about this and I hope we can all do some skill sharing in the future.

Jason Cressey (Canada) http://www.people-oceans-dolphins.com/Founder/index.html
I very much agree that cetacean often seem to demonstrate some way of understand our intention without us
getting loud and very controlling around them, which can often stress or confuse them. There's nothing
really too esoteric in this - any good vet will tell you that the intention with which you approach meeting a
sick animal will have a huge impact on how receptive they are, and how successful the healing is.
I was presenting at a large panel discussion last weekend in Vancouver about Interspecies Communication,
and was very fortunate to be alongside a very established and experienced 'horse whisperer' and dog
communicator, both of whom were very much in agreement that it is often what is unspoken that is the most
important...it is often the slightest parts of our body language that have the largest communicative effects.
To answer your questions:
I don't know of empirical research, but I have certainly heard of dolphins being herded into coves in places
where they hunted in Melanesia by the banging of rocks, which seems to drive them away. Equally, I have
seen dolphins drawn to boats in the Bahamas that have played Mozart on an underwater speaker! So, yes,
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there is anecdotal evidence that sounds can attract or repel cetacean - and the idea that this could be used to
steer dolphins or whales out to sea is not only logical, but as good or better than simply pushing and shoving
them around, in my opinion.
The main problem here is that biologists like to be seen as 'the experts', and while they have expert
knowledge in certain regards, they often feel threatened, or sense their credibility is at stake, if they even so
much as entertain the idea of working with those from very different (especially esoteric) disciplines. I
think this would need to be done covertly - without biologists necessarily knowing a 'whale whisperer' was
in their midst. The only way that this might be openly accepted by the scientific community is if the
'whisperer' were a member of an indigenous group, which would likely engender a bit more respect.
No, this is not a trend and there are strandings where the majority may be males, for example. The reason
you would have found so many females and young here is that in pilot whale pods there simply are a
disproportionate number of females compared to males (males often go off and form male alliances, or subpods of their own), and so what you're seeing here is a representative cross-section of the pod as a whole.
There's little doubt that a biological system designed to work in water would only work well in water, and
would no doubt function sub-optimally in air. The Navy encounter this too - their sonar doesn't work in the
air...for that we have to use radio waves and call it radar. The idea that their sonar would have to 'readjust'
seems reasonable in the context that they are likely to be highly stressed, so everything would take a while to
readjust. I suspect that the readjustment has a lot more to do with some damage to the sonar to begin with
(hence the first stranding), rather than problems caused to it by the stranding. In other words, I would think
that it is some big problem with the echolocation system, likely caused by huge underwater noise - whether
natural or man-made - that is at the root of these events.
I think there's great merit in this view. It's well established that boat and human traffic in certain bays in
Hawai'i, for example, have led to the resident spinners choosing not to come in during the day to rest,
leaving them out in the deeper waters during their 'sleep' cycle, making the younger ones more prone to
shark attack. Like us, if they're resting then they prefer peace and quiet.
This said, banning boat traffic is highly controversial for several reasons, not least the vested interests of
local businesses (from marinas and harbours to local tourism and boat shops). They would all demand that a
link needs to be clearly shown before any ban can be implemented...and so the best and most realistic hope
is to have guidelines which all boat users are given/shown/educated in before using their boats in that area.
The declaration of marine parks is one way of going about this.
Thank you to everyone that has taken part in these discussions and to Friends of IDW for sharing ideas. I
am still collecting, learning, researching and listening to stories, experiences, and observations in regards
to strandings. I am very grateful for your sharing - and think it would be great if we could all stay in
contact and share insights and ideas as they arise...
I can be contacted via Email birgitbaader@gmail.com
If anyone would like to submit articles or news for publication in future DOLPHIN Magazines of
International Dolphin Watch, contact the Editor Jackieconnell@btinternet.com
Arohanui
Birgit Baader

Wildquest Retreats
Photo of Whale and baby taken by Atmo
More beautiful dolphin and whale photos with
information on the Wildquest Retreats on
www.wildquest.com

20

CONSERVATION
Stranded Whales - Tragic waste or gift from the sea?
Far North Environmental Centre
http://www.ecocentre.co.nz/
The stranding of Gray's Beaked Whales at Taupo Bay, New
Zealand was an emotional event for the many people who had
close contact with these magnificent marine mammals.
As the day drew to a close, tired rescuers and observers looked
sadly at the bodies of the two mature females on the beach and
said a silent farewell also to the younger whale whose body was
cast onto the rocks and subsequently reclaimed by the sea.
There was also a measure of satisfaction as the two remaining
juveniles headed back out to sea and they were no doubt
accompanied by prayers for their continued survival from those
who had spent a large part of the day endeavouring to keep
them from beaching themselves.

There is always a degree of frustration and sheer bafflement at whale stranding events. Why are these sea
creatures hurling themselves at the shore and almost certain death outside of their marine home? Is it due to
natural conditions or are there human-influenced factors at work? We
could even ask if we have the right to interfere in any way in the
determination of their fate. Overwhelmingly, the instincts of most who
witness strandings are to assist in any way possible to save the lives of
those whales near the shore or already beached but needing help to
survive.
At Taupo Bay, locals, members of Far North Whale Rescue, and
personnel from the Kaitaia office of DOC put in the best possible effort
to save the threatened whales. However, at the close of the day, the most
pressing issue was how to respectfully and safely dispose of the remains. Under the Marine Mammals
Protection Act (1978) DOC is responsible for the protection, conservation and management of marine
mammals in New Zealand waters. At a stranding they will first attempt a rescue, with their order of priorities
being: animal welfare; species conservation; Maori culture; science and education.
Currently the framework for the role of Maori in the management of whale strandings, and the subsequent
recovery and distribution of materials recovered from marine mammals is under review.
Note from Editor - Thank you to a local resident Dan Goldsberry
for bringing this to our attention with photos by Jan Turner in the
bay. Dan said the wounds in the whales skin are from cookie cutter
sharks that live at deep depths, which is also where this
type of whale feeds.
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Dolphin Deaths Linked to Gulf Oil Disaster
March 30, 2011 Orange Beach, Alabama, and Santa Rosa Beach, Florida
Microbiologist Samantha Joye, Ph.D., University of Georgia, showed images of oil-suffocated marine
creatures at the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico, 10 miles north of the BP Macondo oil disaster site that she
photographed in recent research presented before the American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) annual conference in Washington, D. C., on 19th February 2011.
A core sample from the sea floor of the Gulf of Mexico
shows a 2-inch layer of oily material. Researchers are
finding oil on the sea floor 10 miles north of the blown-out
BP Macondo well.
“The sheer coverage here is leading us all to come to the
conclusion that it has to be sedimented oil from the BP oil
spill because it's all over the place,” said Samantha Joye,
Ph.D., Univ. of Georgia
Dept. of Marine Sciences who provided image.
Marine scientists have also reported that since January 2011,
134 stillborn and baby dolphins and adult dolphins have washed
up on beaches along 200 miles of coastline from Louisiana east
across Mississippi to Gulf Shores, Alabama. That is four times the
average yearly dolphin mortality rate and nearly half were
newborns or young dolphins. NOAA issued an Unusual Mortality
Event for Gulf dolphins that should trigger a federal investigation
into the unusually high number of dolphin deaths.

“When the world sees something like baby dolphins washing up
on shore it pulls at the heartstrings and we all want to know why.”
Blair Mase, Marine Mammal Strandings Coordinator, SE Region, NOAA
Since 20th January 2011 twenty-six stillborn and dead dolphin
babies, plus 10 adult dead dolphins have washed up on
beaches along 200 miles of coastline (red region on map) from
Louisiana east across Mississippi to Gulf Shores, Alabama
(red pointer). Ten male adult dolphins have also been found
dead on beaches since mid-January.
For further information visit Earth Files:
http://www.earthfiles.com/news.php?ID=1828&category=Env
ironment

Defenders of Wildlife - Make a Memorial Adoption
On April 20th, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon Oil rig exploded, ultimately claiming the lives of thousands of
animals. One year after the explosion, Defenders remains committed to protecting the wildlife impacted by
this tragedy.
Your symbolic wildlife adoption in memory of the lost sea turtles, dolphins and other wildlife will help
support vital wildlife-saving work.
To make an adoption and to see video on how your donation helps wildlife please go to:
http://action.defenders.org/ .
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Message to Friends of IDW from Ric O’Barry Success in the Solomons: Approximately 2000 dolphins saved this year!!
A year ago this month, we struck an unprecedented agreement with
villagers in the Solomon Islands. They have been killing dolphins
for hundreds of years, using the same brutal technique used in Taiji,
Japan. But last year they agreed to stop, and we've been working
with them ever since. We estimate that as many as 2000 dolphins
have been saved this year. Read more:
http://savejapandolphins.org/blog/post/no-dolphins-killed-in-thesolomon-islands
Also, the program in Indonesia is moving forward. Working with the Jakarta Animal Aid Network, The
Blood Dolphin$/DolphinProject.org team have successfully shut down an illegal poaching operation there.
More than 70 dolphins - some that had been forced to perform in a "travelling circus" - are now under
evaluation for return to the ocean:
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/70-dolphins-to-swim-free-thanks-to-famous-rescuer/431226
The ongoing success of these programs depends on your support. If you can, PLEASE CONSIDER
DONATING:
http://dolphinproject.org/donate
Or you can "wear your support" by purchasing an EFX Dolphin Project bracelet. We get 100 percent of the
proceeds:
http://www.efxusa.com/dolphinproject
Meanwhile, our hearts continue to go out to those in Japan who have been affected by the earthquake,
tsunami and ongoing nuclear crisis.
Some of you may have read our previous posts about Save Japan Dolphin's Brian Barnes and other Cove
volunteers who were near the epicenter of the earthquake. They were monitoring Dalls Porpoise hunts in
Ostuchi, a small fishing village on the northern coastline. The town was completely destroyed. Read Brian's
full account here, and if you can, please donate to one of the relief organizations listed:
http://savejapandolphins.org/blog/post/brian-barnes-experience-in-otsuchi
Also, many of you have asked about animals affected by the earthquake. Here's a link to Japan Earthquake
Animal Rescue and Support (JEARS), a coalition of three local no-kill animal welfare groups that have
come together to rescue and support animals impacted by the disaster. They are still rescuing many
displaced animals and need help with food, medical care and housing as the country recovers.
www.jears.org.
As always, we understand that not everyone can donate right now. We appreciate ALL your efforts and
thank you for your ongoing support.
Ric O'Barry
Campaign Director
www.SaveJapanDolphins.org/DolphinProject.org
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FRIENDS’ NEWS
Online Auction to help children in Education
and in support of the Emoto Peace Project

This Auction is being held
15th April - 10th May 2011.
Let me introduce myself. I am the ORGONPHIN named Debby.
I am the second orgonphin created by Jitka Hausnerova for the on-line benefit auction for Delfino, non profit
association from the Czech Republic, to help children in Education.
Maybe you remember my elder brother, orgonphin Fino, from the first benefit auction in the January issue
of DOLPHIN?
I am the young dolphin female, nearly 20 cm long, and I´m looking for my new home and family just now. I
am the unique personal talisman. I can bring you fresh energy and help you to satisfy your deepest wishes.
My mission is to clean, harmonise and heal all energy which is closer to me then 8 meters, especially your
personal energy field.
In my core is a rock - crystal, that was charging under the spring sun and semi-precious turquoise
chrysocolla, which was charged by the moon light. My heart is a little dolphin made of semi-precious stones,
artificial limpid crystal resin, copper, brass and golden filings. My skeleton is made of cooper wire, skin of
pure soft sheep´s fleece and fibres of pure silk.
I came into being through the INSPIRATION of dolphins, Debby the dolphin that lives in the Adriatic Sea,
books by Horace Dobbs, IDW newsletters, Masaru Emoto and Founders of the non-profit organization
Delfino from the Czech Republic (Valpurga and Dana).
The Organphin Debbie was created by Jitka, inspired by the dolphin named Debby that was adopted by
Delfino during their summer stay at Losinj with Blue World, an organisation for the research, protection and
education of Adriatic wild bottlenose dolphins - Adriatic Dolphin Project.
http://www.blue-world.org/en/get-involved/adopt-a-dolphin/dolphins/
The second International benefit on-line auction of an orgonphin named
Debby has just started.
Wherever you are in the World, your participation any time during 15th
April – 10th May is really welcome. Just visit:
http://www.silmarino.cz/index.php?typ=SDA&showid=107
Or http://www.silmarino.cz/
and follow the link of Debby´s picture on the HOME PAGE for details. Bidding is possible by Email or by
the Order Form on this web site. All bids will be announced on the page of auction and at the same time you
can obtain messages about new bids to your Email regularly. After finishing of
this auction the winner will pay the final price by PayPal or bank transfer and
will receive the Orgonphin Debby by AirMail. Everybody can bid and try to
win this auction.
Money raised will be used as a donation for Delfino´s educational projects for
children.
The main aim of this auction is to help raise the money for the Czech edition of
Masaru Emoto´s children‟s version of his book "Messages from Water" and
distribution of copies to the kindergartens and schools. The book is a part of the
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"EMOTO PEACE PROJECT", which aims to educate children by distributing children version of
“Messages from Water” to children for free. The goal of the project is to distribute 650 million copies of the
book in next 10 years. The book is recommended for children aged 3 - 12 years.

Masaru Peace Project
http://www.geocities.jp/emotoproject/english/home.html.
Masaru Emoto, author of Messages from the Water and Founder of the Peace Project, says:
"When you recognize clearly about the importance and essence of water, there should be another new
positive power (or energy) which will be born. If we think about the future of human beings and the mother
earth on the same dimension that we have now, nothing will be changed. This project aims to give back to
the world love and gratitude by distributing the Messages from Water books to CHILDREN WHO ARE
OUR FUTURE."
Masaru Emoto was born in 1943 in Japan. He was successful in capturing the ice water crystals on film. He
published a photograph collection, The Message from Water, in June 1999 and hence published numerous
books such as The Hidden Messages in Water, which was listed in the New York Times Bestseller List. His
books have been translated into 45 languages and published in 70 countries. He continues to conduct
seminars throughout the world to share the importance, understanding and appreciation of water.

In Search of Simplicity
By John Haines
The author‟s true, exciting and serendipitous journey through the wilds of Papua New Guinea,
the Himalayas, around the planet and into the heart of life guaranteed to change the way you
see the world and so-called coincidences.
Published by BookSurge, Charleston, South Carolina
ISBN: 1-4392-0731-3

John Haines conducts a weekly one hour interview program on the community radio
station in the Far North of New Zealand (DBFR – Doubtless Bay Family Radio) where, with skills seldom
found on radio (or TV) today, he coerces guests to reveal their own life-defining moments. In his on-air
promotions, he notes “In times past, families would sit around a glowing fire and the elders would tell
stories which served to inform and educate the younger generations. „Voices from the North‟ (the name of
his program) brings back that tradition so that we all might benefit from the voices of wisdom.” This is pure
John Haines, a man who believes the past is a bi-directional pathway to the present and future and each is
important to shaping the life of those who live in the present.”
John Haines Radio Shows can be heard on:
http://insearchofsimplicity.com/my-radio-shows/

Note: Interview with Jackie Connell (Editor of this IDW Magazine) going live on John Haines Show
‘Voices from the North’ on 11th May 2011.

Pat Schmidt
Patricia Schmidt is a Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist and an Aquatic Rehabilitation Therapist.
She is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Wilmington and East Carolina University
respectively. She has been a Reiki Master since 2005, trained in Vibrational Healing and is trained in
Advanced Qigong Healing and Breathing Applications.
Pat Schmidt and Dolphin Healing Retreats has been busy with some professional networking and asked to
do a short presentation at 2 Chamber of Commerce Networking Groups, 1 for profit and another non-profit
group. Pat will present organizations with the benefits of swimming with dolphins in the wild along with
the package she offers groups.
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Pat will also be giving a presentation at the Southeast Regional Recreation Therapy Conference in
Gatlinburg, Tennessee during the middle of May.
Pat has been a Support Worker/Aqua therapist with the International charity Operation Sunshine Family
Therapy Programmes www.operationsunshine.org and during her presentations will be providing video
and pictures of various Operation Sunshine Dolphin Trips and explaining the physical, emotional, mental
and spiritual benefits of swimming with dolphins in the wild. She will also be educating her audience
(Educators, Practitioners, and University Students) on the movie The Cove.
Coming in Mid September, Pat has been asked to provide another Professional Presentation at Child-Life
Conference. In Fort Meyers, Florida. These Professionals work with very sick children who are usually
undergoing major surgery, such as for Cancer, however, these children do recover.
This group of
Professionals has assisted Pat in becoming affiliated with The Make a Wish Foundation to provide
swimming with dolphins in the wild to certain Families.
Pat also provides Swimming Lessons and Aquatic Skills to many Children with Autism and is also affiliated
with the Autism Speaks Organization.
Come and visit Pat at www.Dolphinhealingretreats.com and sign on for a treat, beyond your wildest
dreams.
A donation to the charity Operation Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes
can be made ONLINE on the FUNDRAISING PAGE through:
http://www.operationsunshine.org/
Donations can also be sent to the registered office, Operation Sunshine Family
Therapy Programmes, 16 Rowsham Dell, Giffard Park, Milton Keynes, Bucks,
MK145JS, ENGLAND.

Wild Ocean Adventures
With Jacqueline Russell
WildOceanAdventures.com
“Join the coolest people from around the world, on unique expeditions, to meet, photograph, and learn
about the most amazing creatures on the planet”.
I have been organizing groups to go and snorkel with friendly wild Atlantic
spotted dolphin (Stenella frontalis) and wild bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops
truncatus) in the Bahamas since 1995. These trips are 6 night cruises on a
spacious 100ft vessel, all inclusive of delicious healthy meals, snacks, soft drinks,
even beer with dinner. Our captain is the one who discovered these dolphins were
friendly, back in the late 70's. National Geographic, the Cousteau Society, the
BBC, Animal Planet, and Discover Channel all use the same boat as we do. Not
only do we have the most experience, we also offer the best price. We do not go on day boats or go to areas
where day boats go. We like to have the dolphins to ourselves, so we go to the area with the most dolphins,
the best visibility, and the highest probability in the world for swimming close up and interacting with wild
dolphins. White Sand Ridge, on the Little Bahama Bank, North of Grand Bahama Island. Dolphin trips leave
from and return to Florida, so you only need to fly to Florida, which is cheaper than flying directly to the
Bahamas. We cruise to and from the Bahamas, which means we sometimes see whales on the crossing too.
Extras: I also organize adventures to swim with humpback whales, whale sharks, manta, manatee and to see
the giant turtles nesting on Florida beaches.
View expeditions and videos at: http://www.wildoceanadventures.com
Contact Jacqueline Russell for further information:
Tel: 001 5618819124
E-mail: wildoceanadventures@hotmail.com

26

Waterbubs
www.waterbubs.co.nz

Waterbubs is Directed by award winning
photographer Sarah Alice Lee. Waterbubs
has extensive experience in all areas of
underwater photography. Sarah first worked
with aquatic infants when studying at
university in England. Upon completing a
BA(hons) degree in Photography, Sarah
decided to specialise in underwater portraiture
and went on to work with the leading swim
schools throughout the U.K. Sarah is now
based in Christchurch, New Zealand to offer a
truly unique and special opportunity to all
Waterbabies (and grown-ups too!) in New
Zealand.
Sarah loves to be surrounded by water, when
she is not taking photo's she is the water
teaching infant aquatics. Sarah is also
qualified as a PADI Scuba Diving Instructor.

Contact Waterbubs for further information or to book
your photo shoot:

Waterbubs is a team of professional
photographers
who
specialise
in
photographing babies, children and families
underwater. Waterbubs have worked with
swim schools all over the world and are
delighted to bring their expertise, experience
and passion to a swimming pool near you.
With state of the art equipment they can
create a studio in any pool to offer you the

best underwater images out there.

info@waterbubs.co.nz
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May Summer Sun Sacred Sound Journey
With Courtney Ward, Mozambique

http://www.halogaia.com/home.htm
19th – 22nd May 2011
Join us on a Dolphin Swim retreat, with a gentle mix of Drum circles, sound journeys, guided
walks to local village and fresh water lake, and of course…Swimming with wild Dolphins,
respectfully and consciously on the Dolphins Terms and Natures conditions!
Gift yourself with a weekend of QUALITY TIME in nature among like minded people in
celebration! This special weekend allows a time and space to release to celebrate and relax and
totally embrace the beauty of life!
At Ponta Malongane there are approximately 250 + Inshore Bottle nose dolphins that are resident
in the area. It is here where you may have several opportunities to meet these magical beings in
their natural environment.
"The dolphin dream is indescribable; Just being in their presence seems to evoke feelings of
profound inner peace and joy".

"All Dolphin interaction is Conscious & Respectful ...on the Dolphins terms and Natures conditions."
Halo Gaia Holistic Travel Is in Support of the Endangered Wildlife Trust and the Dugong Emergency
Protection Project. By joining one of our retreats you will personally be contributing financially to help
conserve the precious Dugongs of Central Mozambique

The Atlantic Whale Foundation
http://www.whalenation.org/

The Atlantic Whale Foundation is a British registered charity (Number 1076270), registered office: St
Martins House, 59 St Martins Lane, Covent Garden, London, WC2H 4JS. It was founded to continue the
work of Spanish environmental agency, Proyecto Ambiental Tenerife and works primarily towards helping
to make Tenerife´s whale watching industry a global example of best practice. Activities revolve around
education, conservation and research initiatives. The charity is volunteer led.
We are embarking on an extension of activities to harness the energies and abilities of our volunteer
networks in helping to fund and run conservation projects around the world, be they supporting communities
under threat, nature or the environment. The Global Volunteer & Projects database , WhaleFund and pages
on Social Entrepreneurship are all expressions of these efforts. From our new base in Arona, recently
renovated and refitted with the latest technology we are looking to ¨make a difference¨ on a global stage.
Contact edb@whalenation.org for further information.
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Invitation from Jason Cressey
to join him for the annual POD small goup Eco-Tour to Niue Island, South Pacific
http://www.people-oceans-dolphins.com/Founder/index.html
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Dilo and the Isle of the Gods
Serialisation
Chapter 19
(Continued from the Feb/March 2011 Magazine)
19. The gods get angry
“ANOTHER ADVENTURE”
DILO SAID TO HIMSELF WHEN HE
HEARD THE SOUND OF THE ENGINE.
He left Lord Marmaduke‟s cave to
investigate.
The boat wasn‟t moving very fast. Dilo soon
caught up with it. He could hear the men
shouting and singing. Dilo wanted to show
off. The dolphin launched himself into one of
his most spectacular leaps. As he flew
through the air he looked down. In that split
second Dilo saw Tina in the bottom of the
boat.

The mood of the men changed in an instant.
They were still shouting. Not with joy, but fear.
They were terrified.
“The gods are angry, the gods are angry,”
screamed one of them.

At that very moment there was a mighty
explosion. The top of the Isle of the Gods
erupted. Flames and smoke leapt high in the
air. A mass of red hot lava appeared on the
rim of the volcano. Then, like a slow moving
river, it started to pour down the
mountainside.

“We must make a sacrifice,” said another, the
whites of his eyes showing how much he feared
the wrath of the spirits.
“But we have nothing to give them,” replied the
first man.
“Yes, you have,” interjected the old fisherman.
“The biggest prize you‟ve ever had. Give back
the turtle to the sea.”

Page 93

“Quick, quick, help me,” he called as he
struggled to lift the giant turtle
The three young fishermen grabbed a flipper
each. With a huge effort they managed to lift the
turtle onto the side of the boat. Tina was very
heavy. The boat tilted. Water poured in. The
engine stopped.

The next chapter will be in the April
2011 issue of DOLPHIN
The full version of Dilo and the Isle of the
Gods, ISBN: 0-9541721-3-2 can be purchased
through the IDW Shop:
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html

“We‟re sinking. We‟re sinking,” yelled one of
the men in terror as the turtle fell overboard.
With the weight of the turtle gone the boat came
upright. It was nearly full of water but it just
remained afloat. The young men grabbed
buckets and began to bail furiously.
Page 94
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
IDW was founded in 1978 as a non profit organisation for the
observation, conservation and study of dolphins - especially their
relationship with humans.
Our aims and values have always been to make sure the seas and rivers
are clean, healthy and productive for the benefit of both humans and
dolphins; To respect the rights of dolphins to a free life in their
natural environment; To recognise that since earliest times, dolphins
have had an affinity with humans and allow this to evolve.
IDW has contributed to saving lives of countless dolphins and enabled
thousands to achieve their dreams of meeting dolphins, free in the
open sea.
Friends of International Dolphin Watch receive news and exchange
information on a host of topics via this monthly online magazine.
WE NEED YOUR HELP: Most of IDW’s activities are conducted by dedicated
volunteers. Nonetheless money is still needed to cover basic running
expenses.
Please help us continue doing what we do by making a
donation. You can do this by logging in to the Donation section of the
DOLPHIN SHOP http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html or by sending
your donation, payable to IDW, by post to: International Dolphin
Watch, 10 Melton Road, N.Ferriby, HU14 3ET, UK.

OUR SLOGAN FOR 2011 IS EDUCATION, INSPIRATION, ACTION AND
ACHIEVEMENT.

WE ARE CREATING A GLOBAL NETWORK OF DOLPHIN LOVERS THAT
CARE ABOUT OTHERS AND THE EARTH WE SHARE.
If you would like to be added to the International Dolphin Watch database and receive notification when the
online Magazine goes live, please Email idw@talk21.com
Email your news and comments to me at jackieconnell@btinternet.com
Please spread the word and share this Magazine with friends and colleagues.
Jackie Connell

EDITOR
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