I n t e r n a t ion a l D olph in W a t ch ( I D W )
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to
helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.

Friends of IDW
NEWSLETTER
June 2008
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
In May 2008 Dr Horace Dobbs was honoured with a Lifetime Achievement Award
by IrishDolphins.com in Appreciation for over 40 years of Dolphin Dedication.
The ceremony took place in Dingle, County Kerry, Ireland where for 24 years a
friendly wild dolphin, Fungie, has made his home. When the award was being
presented by Maria Simmonds-Gooding to Horace in the Skellig Hotel Fungie was
frolicking with visitors a short distance away in the bay.

The framed certificate shown here was accompanied by a beautiful Dingle Crystal goblet and a small delicate
wooden carving of Fungie by the Dutch sculptor Jan Ploeg who has made his home in Ireland
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DINGLE CONFERENCE

A personal overview
by Dr Horace Dobbs
For me the IrishDolphins.com http://www.irishdolphins.com/ Conference in Dingle, 12-14 May
2008, was a deeply emotional experience. The location had a lot to do with it. The meetings were
held in the Skellig Hotel, which is set in spectacularly beautiful scenery on the edge of Dingle Bay,
County Kerry Ireland - the home of a friendly wild dolphin - Fungie. When I first met the dolphin
shortly after he arrived 24 years ago he was dubbed Dorad - the Gaelic for dolphin. Now he s called
Fungie.

Fungie Dingle, alias Dorad
Photo taken by Dr. Horace Dobbs

During his stay the ability of this one solitary dolphin to
touch peoples hearts and minds has become legendary.
Tens of thousands have been close to Fungie in Dingle Bay.
Many have swum with him. And many millions more know
of him through the media.
I have been privileged to swim with Fungie on countless
occasions and have introduced him to TV audiences through programmes such as the BBC s
children s programme Blue Peter. I have written accounts of some of these adventures in my books
Dance to a Dolphin s Song and Journey into Dolphin Dreamtime.
One of the TV films I made with Fungie, The Dolphin s Touch, was about a research project
Operation Sunflower. Its aim was firstly to investigate the apparent effect that swimming with
dolphins could lift the human spirit, and if this was shown to be true, to evaluate the benefits that
might derive from such a close association with a dolphin - particularly in people with mental
problems. To do this I took to Dingle three patients diagnosed as clinical depressives, each
presenting completely different symptoms, and then persuaded them to swim with a very large wild
dolphin in the open sea.
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The outcome of the obvious positive benefits on those taking part in Operation Sunflower has since
evolved into Operation Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes, Registered Charity 1121315,
Founded by Jackie Connell, who I will be joining when she takes some special needs families to
swim with wild dolphins in the Bahamas later this year.
Other especially happy memories of Dingle include working on the community opera Arion and the
Dolphin commissioned by Rebecca Meitlis of English National Opera based in London, after she
read Heathcote Williams epic illustrated poem about Fungie - Falling for a Dolphin. The composer
of the music for the opera, Alex Roth, and the librettist Vikram Seth, were immense fun to be with
and were ecstatic when I introduced them to Fungie in the sea.
It was with such memories of the past and speculation on what lay ahead that I carried with me in
my emotional baggage to Dingle.
However despite his presence in the bay the conference was not really about Fungie. Indeed he
featured little in the official programme. Some delegates took advantage of being in Dingle to go
for a swim with him. Those who did not venture into the sea were able to get a taste of the
experience by watching The Dolphin s Gift - Kim Kindersley s evocative film of Fungie, narrated
by John Hurt.
One of the people I was delighted to meet again was Dr Jason Cressi who I have known since he
was working on his Ph.D. on psychology at Oxford University. Jason showed me the one and only
proof copy of his forthcoming magnum opus entitled DEEP VOICES. This weighty tome, which
explores the ancient relationship between humans, dolphins and whales and why the wisdom and
legends we have about our cousins in the sea is so vital today, is written in a similar style to that
with which Jason delivered his captivating talk at the conference.
Amanda Stafford, who is always full of fun and vitality and runs very carefully regulated dolphin
swim trips to one of the finest locations in world, the Azores, is another long term friend. We shared
stories about the memorable visit she organised to the island of Pico last summer for my wife
Wendy and I with Jackie and Terry Connell.
Alice Skriver, a long-term supporter of International Dolphin
Watch, was there too. She came with another Dane, Larsen. He
lives on the island Laeso where a Dolphin Art Festival was held
in 2007 where paintings were sold and part of the proceeds were
donated to International Dolphin Watch. The event was so
successful that another Festival has been organised for 28th-29th
June 2008 http://www.vildedelfiner.dk/delfinfestival.html

Anita Mattsom (sitting) from Sweden, Flemming Larsen from
Denmark and Valpurga Hazakova from the Czech Rebublic
join Horace at the lighthouse he fictionalised in his Dilo books
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One of the people I have wanted to meet for a long time but never had the opportunity to do so until
the gathering in Dingle is Dr Toni Frohoff. Toni is editor of a book respected by academics entitled:
BETWEEN SPECIES celebrating the dolphin-human bond, to which I contributed a chapter.
I travelled to Dingle by car from Hull, via Birkenhead and Dublin, in the company of Paul
Obernay. When we were about 20 miles out of Dingle quite unexpectedly we stumbled across two
people waiting to connect with a bus to take them to the Conference. They were Martin Volk from
Germany and Valpurga Hozakova from the Czech Republic both of whom I met for the first time in
Germany in 2007 at the Dolphin Fiesta in Augsburg. Whilst at that happy gathering they both
expressed great interest in my plans to capture the healing essence of dolphins and make it
universally available. As we parted company after our unexpected encounter in Ireland, Martin and
Valpurga told me they were travelling to the conference to meet me again and that they had some
very exciting things to tell me. Which indeed they had.
One of them was that Martin had been working on some concepts for the Dilo Dome and had
brought me some colourful, Dilo decorated, gifts from Germany. Paul Obernay reported that he had
also produced some creative ideas for The Dilo Dome.
The other exciting news was that Valpurga had translated all 5 of my children s books into Czech
and was itching to introduce the children of the Czech Republic to the antics of my mischievous,
make believe dolphin named Dilo. Valpurga was absolutely delighted when during a lunchtime
break we were able to follow the track taken by Debra, the heroine, and her twin brother Robin, to
the lighthouse, fictionalised of course, which features largely in the books, especially Dilo in
Lighthouse Bay.
The Dingle Conference was organised by Irishdolphins.com, which is dedicated to giving accurate
information about friendly or sociable wild dolphins (and whales) around the coastal waters of
Ireland, had as its themes: Connect, Communicate and Explore
This brief was amply fulfilled by the final presentation at the conference in which Gauthier
Chapelle plotted the extraordinary odyssey of a dolphin named Dony who was first reported as
swimming alongside small boats and allowing himself to be stroked in Smerwick Harbour in April
2001 before moving on to Great Blasket Island, near Dingle, and thence to Brittany in July 2001.
The power of the internet then began to make itself felt as an invaluable tracking tool for studying
the migratory habits of friendly, free ranging dolphins. The Irishdolphins.com website lists 10 pages
of sightings which were plotted by Gautier in his PowerPoint presentation and graphically revealed
Dony s random and it seemed erratic travels between the Channel Islands, France, Belgium and
Holland before he turned up off the south coast of England in September 2007. After journeying
from Eastbourne in Kent to St. Ives in Cornwall, Dony crossed the Channel back to Brittany a
month later.
Although all of the other presentations were fascinating in their individual ways, one of the things I
most value about such gatherings is the opportunity they provide to meet up informally with old
friends and make new ones. This I was able to do in abundance in Dingle.
The Dingle Conference was organised by Graham Timmins, one time resident of Dingle who now
lives in Sweden, strongly and very ably supported by Keith Buchanan who lives locally.
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Horace with conference organiser Keith Buchanan in front of the IDW stand

In his Thank you email sent to the delegates after the conference Graham reviewed to what extent
he thought his aims had been achieved (and in some instances not achieved) and asked for feedback
from others.
Prior to the Conference I was called as the only expert witness for the defence in a trial in
Folkestone Magistrates Court which I reported upon in the May 2008 Newsletter. The outcome of
the case was that two men were found guilty of breaking the law by playing with a friendly solitary
dolphin who unexpectedly joined them on an early morning swim. Having very carefully reviewed
all the evidence I felt that the charge brought by the police was unfounded and the verdict
unwarranted. The prosecution based its case mainly on the policy of the Marine Animal Protection
Coalition (MAPC) namely: Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society, British Divers Marine Life
Rescue and Marine Connection, which is to prohibit people from swimming with solitary friendly
dolphins to prevent their habituation to humans.
When I arrived in Dingle I was still feeling disturbed at what I considered to be the unjustness of
the verdict in the court case reported in the May Friends of IDW Newsletter
http://www.newsletter.dolphinfriend.com/html/newsletters_2007_8.html. I would have welcomed
the opportunity to debate the contentious issue of deliberately preventing human interaction with
solitary sociable dolphins such as Fungie, especially as representatives of all three organisations in
MAPAC, who had appeared in court to support the prosecution, were present in Dingle. However, it
was not to be.
But this does not prevent me from giving Graham and Keith my heartfelt congratulations on having
the courage and energy to organise a conference that will remain long in the memories of all those
who made the journey to Dingle.
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SAVING LUNA

For me the unchallenged highlight of this unique event was the showing of the film SAVING
LUNA. It was stunning, and absolutely justifies all the awards and praise it has gathered as it has
progressed in a series of first showings around the world since it was completed in 2007.
I would like every government official on the planet to see this film which demonstrates so
forcefully how the blinkered pursuance to the letter of a law (usually passed with the best of
intentions) by those given authority to uphold it can lead to ludicrous situations.
For instance, as I understand it, the Canadian Government is opposed to people interacting with
cetaceans and has made it illegal to interfere with whales and dolphins. Which is all well and good,
but as was forcefully pointed out to me that such a law does not give these exceptional animals (just
as we are animals) that have brains as big as, older and more highly evolved than ours, any credence
for intelligence, or wills of their own.
So when a wayward young member, named Luna, of a well
documented pod of killer whales left his family group and
arrived in Nookta Sound on the west coast of Vancouver
Island every effort was made to prevent him from making
contact with humans. Luna however had no intention of cooperating with officialdom. This is what catalysed and
initiated the making of the film.
It started when journalist, Mike Parfit, accepted an
assignment to cover the story for Smithsonian magazine. A
straightforward enough job for a journalist you might think,
despite the press restrictions imposed by the government
who did not want the story of Luna to get into the public
domain. However when Mike and his wife Suzanne
Chisholm saw what was happening in Nookta Sound they decided to participate in a non political
way, with Suzanne acting as video cameraman for the local indigenous people
Mowachaht/Muchalataht First Nation, for whom the killer whale has always been of great
significance.
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The authorities had a problem. The young, solitary killer whale liked human company.
Luna sought out people to play with. The more the
locals and visitors interacted with him the more
friendly and mischievous he became. Despite his
enormous size and with the name KILLER whale he
was gentle and harmed nobody. One woman who
stroked Luna when he approached her was found
guilty of interfering with him and fined.

© Fred Lazuk
http://www.mountainsidefilms.com/savingluna/index.html

One of the solutions considered by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) to solve their
problem was to have Luna captured and put into a dolphinarium. When they realised that this
approach might cause some disquiet amongst the anti-captivity lobby, this option was abandoned in
favour of capturing Luna and attempting to return him to his pod.
I won t spoil the story for those who have yet to see the film, except to say that Luna thwarted
capture. As time passed the authorities became progressively more paranoid about maintaining their
500metre no-go zone around Luna and took draconian measures to implement it. Luna, in the
meantime, continued being friendly and the public were warned that even looking the killer whale
in the eye could be construed as interference and therefore liable to prosecution.
I feel sorely tempted to tell you what
eventually happened to Luna but I really want
you to see the film for yourself and make your
own judgements about how the situation
finally came to its sad conclusion. Suffice it to
say that my companion in my car on the drive
back to England, who is a very accomplished
diver and boat skipper with worldwide
experience, was outraged by the utter
improbability of the explanation put out by the
DFO. There is absolutely no doubt in his
mind, and I suspect many others, that it was
a put up job that would be very difficult to prove.

Horace with fellow film maker Suzanne
Chisholm who produced, directed and
videoed SAVING LUNA

Suzanne Chisholm, the Producer/Director of Saving Luna has promised International Dolphin
Watch that she will let us know as soon as the film becomes available on DVD. In the meantime
details of its continuing first showings around the world, together with notes on the making of the
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film by her husband Mike Parfit, can be found on their website:
http://www.mountainsidefilms.com/savingluna/

I can t recommend SAVING LUNA highly
enough!
Widescreen s Panda Awards are nicknam ed the "Green
Oscars." We're thrilled that SAVING LUNA is a finalist for
both Best Script and Best People and Animals, and look
forward to attending the festival.

In conclusion of this report on the Dingle Conference I must admit that being given a Lifetime s
Award came as a complete and utter surprise to me and one that I shall always cherish.
If you were at the conference and/or would like to give a public airing to your views on the
conference, or any other dolphin related topic for that matter, then please email Editor Jackie
Connell: mailto://jackieconnell@btinternet.com
If Graham decides to organise another conference I feel fairly sure he would welcome suggestions
mailto://gramail@irishdolphins.com

Delegates gather in the sunshine at the Dingle Conference
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BONUS VISIT TO THE BLASKET ISLANDS
Those who stayed on for an extra day after the conference were offered a visit to the Blasket
Islands, now uninhabited except in summer, but once the home to a hundred or more souls who
eked out a frugal living from the treeless land and the often cruel sea. Long before the time of radio
and cut off from the Irish mainland, story telling was the primary form of entertainment for the tight
knit Gaelic speaking community. Some of their stories that were saved and have become literary
classics are now part of the curriculum for Irish students learning the Gaelic language and the
history of their forebears.
The Blasket Islands have become a romantic place of pilgrimage for visitors. As I stepped onto
Great Blasket Island, which I have visited several times in the past, I once again felt as if I was
travelling back to a time when being in very close contact with nature and in tune with the elements
was the only way of life. That was a good state of mind to be in when, after wandering across the
island on foot and watching the seals play in the surf, we were ferried from the tiny jetty to the
dolphin watching boat moored some 80 metres offshore. As we crossed that short expanse of water
a basking shark about 8 metres long cruised lazily and completely unperturbed around our small
inflatable boat before swimming very slowly away to who knows where. Recent research has
shown that these sharks, second in size only to the giant whale sharks, travel thousands of miles to
Canada.
When I joined the Irish skipper of the boat in the wheelhouse he told me that the basking shark was
a good omen. I took this as a typical piece if Irish blarney, until twenty minutes after we had set off
on our two and a half hour tour someone on deck shouted Dolphins . Within minutes we were
surrounded by bottlenose dolphins dashing hither, thither and yon in the company of feeding
seabirds dropping out of the sky like arrows onto their prey below.
When not looking for dolphins we gazed up at the
towering cliffs. A memorable spectacle was Cathedral
Rocks at Inish Na Bro, which I consider to be more
impressive than Ireland s famed Giant s Causeway in
County Antrim. After that visual feast another treat
awaited us. A school of common dolphins with their
young appeared close into the cliffs actively feeding on
what we assumed were sand eels.
The final leg of our eco marine adventure tour took us
back to the harbour of Dunquin where, as we climbed the steep path back to the road, we peered
down on what looked like a collection of giant black beetles huddled together for warmth. In fact
they were the upturned hulls of the lightweight boats called Currachs that in former years were the
only form of transport between the Blasket Islands and the mainland.
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MARIA SIMMONDS- GOODING

artist extraordinaire

Maria Simmonds-Gooding who presented Horace with his Lifetime Achievement Award is one of
Ireland s most eminent artists whose etchings and works in mixed media have achieved worldwide
acclaim.
In a major article in the New York Times in 1989 entitled: Forget Flipper, Here s Fungie
Kathleen Cushman wrote: Because swimming in the wild with a dolphin is so moving quite a few
artists and naturalists have been inspired in their work by the Dingle Dolphin. Heathcote Williams,
whose photographic essay Whale Nation has become a hit among cetacean lovers, is a frequent
visitor to Dingle and has just come out with a book-poem about Fungie called Falling for a
Dolphin . An American musician, Larry Conklin, has written music inspired by the experience. My
companion on this trip is the artist Maria Simmonds-Gooding. Her stark evocations of the West
Kerry landscape have won her recognition in Ireland and abroad, and a dolphin period is
emerging in her work.
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When Maria presented Horace with his Lifetime Achievements Award, she regaled the audience
with passion and enthusiasm on how the people of Dingle had taken Fungie to their hearts and of
the influence Fungie had had upon her life both as an artist and as a person.

Blasket Sound

Just before they left Ireland Horace and Paul Obernay visited Maria at her charming, historic, stone
built home and studio in a magical setting on the cliffs above Dunquin overlooking stunning views
of Blasket Sound and the misty, stark, brooding silhouette of Inishvikillane on the horizon.

Maria welcomes Horace to her home and studio

Inside her cottage Maria has artefacts rescued from some of the stone built houses on Great Blasket
Island when they were abandoned.
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Horace and Maria inside her cottage

Grande Finale
To be entertained by Maria Simmonds-Gooding, an out and out dolphin enthusiast who has many
tales to tell of her own extraordinary life, was a privilege and a Grand Finale to my visit to Dingle
with Paul Obernay who recorded our memorable trip with his digital camera. Furthermore, the sun
shone throughout our entire stay in the Emerald Isle until we were homeward bound and close to
Dublin.

FUN, EXCITEMENT AND DEEP EMOTIONS
The Dingle Conference and the court case got me thinking yet again about our very special
relationship with dolphins.
Few would deny the thrill, the fun and the excitement of encounters with dolphins. This is
undoubtedly one of the factors that make swimming with dolphins so popular. However there is one
aspect of the human-dolphin relationship that I find profoundly interesting, yet was barely touched
upon by the more scientifically minded delegates at the Dingle Conference. That is the deeply
emotional effect encounters with dolphins can have on people, especially those who are extremely
sensitive. The lack of willingness to consider seriously this aspect of human/dolphin interactions
can perhaps be attributed to the detachment with which researchers are trained to consider their own
relationships with the animals that feature in their studies. Added to this are the graph generating,
number crunching statistics they are expected to include in their reports to validate any conclusions
they may draw.
Over the years I have observed many cases where dolphin encounters, both real and imaginary,
have been shown to have extremely profound effects on human lives especially those diagnosed
with clinical depression. One of the primary reasons why hypersensitive people go into depression
is because the world in which they live mentally is just too fierce a place for them to tolerate. By
drawing inwards they protect themselves from the realities of life that might otherwise cause them
to take their own lives.
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I have had many pleas from people facing this situation, asking if dolphins can help. To which I
answer: I don t know . But there is more than a slim chance they can if a way can be found of
channelling, or harnessing the mysterious force that dolphins can exert over us humans, which has
been recognised since earliest times long before modern, pill-popping medicine and genetic
engineering were even considered.

MEMORIES

FUNGIE IS THE INSPIRATION FOR NEW OPERA

(Abstract from the IDW October 1992 issue of DOLPHIN magazine)
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DOLPHIN DREAMTIME
We in the West have taken onboard, adapted and put to use the sacred information known for
thousands of years by the elders of indigenous tribes who utterly depended on an understanding of
the spirits and forces of nature in order to survive. The Australian Aborigines call it THE
DOLPHIN DREAMTIME.
The Dolphin Dreamtime state can be achieved in many ways. My own scientifically conducted
studies of DOLPHIN DREAMTIME, recorded in my book Dolphin Healing and based on listening
to a visualisation by Taranath Andre with music by Glenda Lum, have been shown statistically to
benefit over 75% of those prepared to allow themselves to drift into the altered state of
consciousness that it carried them into.

DEATH OF A POET
The power of the dolphin dreamtime was brought home to me very
poignantly shortly after I returned home from Dingle when I had a
phone call from the Isle of Man. Robin Harding told me that his 65
year old wife, Rosemary Harding, the author of DOLPIN DREAMING
Poems of gentle love and laughter, had passed away at 1.30am on
31st May 2008 of pancreas failure.
Rosemary and I had corresponded many times over past decades.
Rosemary generously donated copies of her books of poems to
International Dolphin Watch to raise funds. I could tell from her poems and stories that she loved all
animals, especially dolphins, who were helping her to struggle through life. It wasn t until I heard
from her husband Robin of her passing that I appreciated just how difficult life had been for
Rosemary. She had an extremely emotionally upsetting childhood and had virtually brought up her
younger autistic brother, Marcus Handley, on her own. Marcus, now 64, has been in care ever since.
Rosemary was prone to bouts of depression throughout her life, brought on by her traumatic
childhood, and she found her own personal path into the dolphin dreamtime by writing poetry.
Here s a poem that appears on the back page of her book that is available from the International
Dolphin Watch bookshop http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html.

The Dream Door of the Dolphin
They take us gently through that Dream door
Where the weary soul can soar
And meet and greet
Over shades of minty green, gold grass where now and again Jesus footsteps pass,
Unlocking the soul!
We wonder where those footsteps of pain were leading us?
Oh, they take us gently through the Dream Door
Where, once more, we cloudless see, all beauty are ourselves to be.
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Rosemary s book also contains an essay entitled, Dolphin Dreaming, in which she vividly describes
how in a daytime dream a dolphin carried her out of her emotionally storm torn world into a state of
utmost bliss and lemon-gold laughter .
Out of her personal pain Rosemary brought joy, laughter and most importantly love to others. And
that is how I hope she will be remembered by those closest and dearest to her in years to come.
The Friends of the Dolphins send their love and condolences to Rosemary s children, Simon,
Katherine and Sharon and to her husband, Robin.

OPERATION SUNSHINE
There are countless families struggling with the emotional difficulties brought on by the mental
stress of caring for others with neurological disorders such as autism. Jackie Connell has dedicated
her life in recent times to helping them, with the assistance of the uplifting spirit of the dolphins, via
her registered charity, number 1121315, Operation Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes
http://www.operationsunshine.org.
Even after her passing Rosemary is still helping others indirectly with her poetry that lives on.
Her husband Robin however is helping families with special needs directly by asking those
who wish to pay tribute to Rosemary not to send flowers, but to make a donation to Operation
Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes:
http://www.operationsunshine.org/html/fundraising.html.

LATE NEWS ITEM
Tragedy Reported In All Newspapers
Dolphins stranded in Cornish river
THE INDEPENDENT
By Tom Palmer, PA
Monday, 9 June 2008
A major rescue operation was under way today after a pod of 15 dolphins became stranded in a
river, causing many more to follow them.
Coastguards said the first pod of dolphins swam up the Percuil River near Falmouth, Cornwall,
before they were beached in Porth Creek.
It is understood most of the pod died and coastguards believe their distress signals have lured other
dolphins to the river.
Teams of conservationists, divers, coastguards and local government officials are now in the area
attempting to send the dolphins back out to sea.
A spokesman for Falmouth Coastguard said: "We first heard a pod of dolphins had got stranded in
Porth Creek at around 8.30am. Around 15 of them are beached on the banks of the river and most of
the pod have died. There are now many more following the same route in. We are not sure why they
are all swimming up the river - it seems they are following the distress calls of the first pod."
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Tony Woodley, national spokesman for British Divers Marine Life Rescue, said the charity would
put all its resources into the operation. Mr Woodley said this was the biggest mass stranding of
marine life for 27 years and warned most of the dolphins would probably die. He said: "We haven't
seen a stranding anywhere near this scale since 1981 when pilot whales were beached on the east
coast. This is extremely rare. We are warning people that many will die but we may be able to save
some." Mr Woodley said the species were striped dolphins which were not naturally a coastal breed.
He said they were ocean going and had probably followed in fish who were feeding on a large algae
bloom in the area.
Mr Woodley said: "Logistically a rescue like this is a minefield, it is very difficult to manage . You
have to get all the dolphins together. If one or two leave the river system they will just come back to
rejoin the main social group. We have one of the best teams of volunteers in Cornwall and they will
do everything they can. We have also asked for help from divers in Devon."
A spokeswoman for the RNLI said three volunteer lifeboat crew members managed to help five
dolphins back out to deeper water. The Falmouth RNLI Atlantic 75 inshore lifeboat was called to
the scene this morning and the volunteer crew were shocked to find what they described as
"carnage". They said many of the dolphins were already dead, with others struggling in the shallow
waters or on the river edge. Helmsman Dave Nicoll said two of his crew got in to the water with the
dolphins. He said: "It's a horrible scene of carnage with bodies everywhere, but we are doing our
best to help and will continue to support the expert groups . "We have been trying to help those
who are alive and have already succeeded in getting five back into the water. We think the pod have
been attracted by the cries for help from those that are stuck in the creek."
Horace was interviewed on Sky TV 11th June 2008 in which he pointed out that dolphins rely
entirely on sonar for their survival and with it they can see in the dark. He proposed therefore that
the most likely explanation was that they had been near to an underwater explosion or burst of very
loud sonar that completely disrupted their ability to navigate in the dark. He said that it would be
like being completely deafened and blinded. This happened at night and the pod was disorientated
and could not find their way out of the estuary before the tide went out leaving them stranded. This
is Horace s explanation but he hoped that the post-mortem would reveal the true cause of their
deaths.

Dead dolphins on the river bank
http://news.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30000
-1318508,00.html

Horace will be appearing at the 11th Buxton Healing Festival on 28th- 29th June, Pavilion
Gardens, Buxton for information visit http://www.mbsfestivals.co.uk/.
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Note from the Editor
The Email Newsletter gives those with an interest in dolphins an opportunity to share news and
stories with others.
WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
We are creating a global network of dolphin lovers that care about others and the earth we share.
Between us, we have achieved a lot for the protection of cetaceans, marine conservation, research
and education. Thank you for your continued support.
If you would like to share with others, please Email: mailto://Jackieconnell@btinternet.com.
Registration to Friends of IDW can be made online at:
http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html.
If you would like to advertise on http://www.dolphinfriend.com/ then Email our Webmaster Terry
Connell on mailto://terryconnell1@btinternet.com.

Jackie Connell
Editor Friends of IDW Newsletter
Email: mailto://Jackieconnell@btinternet.com
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